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Thus times do shift, each thing his turne do’s hold,
New things succeed, as former things grow old.
Robert Herrick 1591-1674
*“Hesperides™



ABSTRACT

ABSTRACT

In 2001 John Milner Associates, Inc. (JMA) assumed responsibility for completing the analysis
and report on a project that was begun in the mid-1970s. Under the direction of Daniel G.
Crozier, Temple University excavated what is known as the Area F site in anticipation of the
construction of a parking garage for Independence National Historical Park on Second Street in
Philadelphia. The site is bounded by Front and Second streets on the east and west, and by lonic
and Gatzmer streets on the north and south.

The excavation uncovered 35 archeological features beneath the cellar floors of two buildings
that were slated for destruction to make room for the parking garage. Nine of the eleven exposed
shaft features and six architectural features dating to the eighteenth century were excavated. The
shaft features were associated with four historic lots, and the assemblages recovered from six of
them could be tied to the historic lot residents.

The focus of JMA’s research is on change through time, with specific attention to three general
areas: the organization and use of urban space; the daily lives of city dwellers; and the emergence
and conduct of industry within an urban context. Specifically, the analysis focuses on two small
lots on Gray’s Alley (later Gatzmer Street) and two larger lots on the main streets, one on Front
and one on Second. Artifacts from privy deposits associated with these lots give a sense of what
life was like in the middle years of the eighteenth century for the family of mariner William
Annis and baker William Gray on Gray’s Alley, and the house and workshop of carver/graver
Hercules Courtney on Front Street. By the last quarter of the eighteenth century, when few open
spaces remained on the Area F block, Hercules Courtney’s rented workshop/house on Front
Street doubled as a licensed tavern, and the newer houses on Second Street included that of
optician William Richardson, and later silversmith and umbrella manufacturer Robert Swan’s
residence. Artifacts relating to the trades of these early artisan households present an interesting
contrast to the patrician lifestyle of dry goods merchant Robert Smith, who built a large
house/store on Front Street on the former site of Hercules Courtney’s tavern.

Nearly 68,000 artifacts were cataloged and analyzed from the Area F project, including a rich
collection of Philadelphia redware, and examples from two of Philadelphia’s most well-known
potteries, Bonnin and Morris and Anthony Duché. Of particular interest were the artifacts that
linked features to specific occupants, such as the optical lenses left behind by William
Richardson, varnish resin and graphite mortar from Hercules Courtney’s workshop, fire
extinguishers from William Gray’s bake house, residual bone and antler from Robert Swan’s
manufacture of umbrellas or cutlery handles, crucibles Swan may have used in his occupation as
silversmith, and the monogrammed Chinese Export porcelain tea service owned by merchant
Robert Smith.

The Area F archeological project has resurrected the lives of these early Philadelphians and
reminds us of the important connection Philadelphia had to its riverfront, and of the
entrepreneurial spirit of its Quaker founders.
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Inventory of the estate of William Annis describes the furnishings and household
goods, room by room, of his home on Gray’s Alley in 1748 (Philadelphia County
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Excerpt from personal letters, a, one to William Gray dated 1738, and b, one from
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Pennsylvania).
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Area F, 114 S. Front Street, Room A, Feature 3, mortar-covered stone wall that is
probably a remnant of Robert Smith’s piazza foundation, ¢.1792; view west. Note
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south.
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Feature 2 associated with the distilling operation run by Hugh Catherwood (1855-
1886) and later Alfred Tucker. The cut glass decanter at the far right is engraved
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Area F, 114 S. Front Street, Room C, Feature 3; north wall of building straddling
the upper brick lining of this stone-lined shaft. View northwest.

Artifacts from 114 S. Front Street, Room C, Feature 3: a, Philadelphia slip-
decorated redware pie pan; b, china glaze pearlware punch bowl; c, overglaze
painted pearlware saucer; d, blue painted tin-glazed earthenware plate; e, Chinese
Export porcelain octagonal supper plate; f, onion wine bottle; g-h, kaolin pipe
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114 S. Front Street, Room C, Feature 3.
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off site to fill the abandoned shaft of Yoh Building, Room F, Feature 1.
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A sign of refined living, champagne glasses from the Annis privy (Yoh Building,
Room C, Feature 1).
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).

Fragment of a blue painted delft tile that probably surrounded a fireplace in the first
house built at 58 S. Front Street in 1687 by Alexander Beardsley (114 S. Front
Street, Room C, Feature 3). The picture in the center of the tile shows two boys
playing a ball game; the corner spider motifs identify it as Dutch. The intact tile
illustrates the scene depicted on the broken tile (Pluis 1979:35).

Kitchen assemblage associated with the eighteenth-century occupants of
Beardsley’s house at 58 S. Front Street. Assorted Philadelphia redware, in the
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set, Set #21; d, set of four underglaze blue, barrel-shaped pots, Set #36.

Fancy vessels that may have been used by the Smiths for entertaining, possibly for
dessert parties: a, set of Chinese Export porcelain bowls, dessert size; b, pearlware
syllabub cups; c, dipped punch bowls; and d, pearlware twig fruit basket from 114
S. Front Street, Room C, Feature 2/2A.

Repaired vessels in the Smith assemblage illustrate a practical, if not sentimental,
care for some possessions. Mended cut glass decanter and wine glass showing
polished, repaired chips on base (114 S. Front Street, Room C, Feature 2/2A).
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PREFACE

PREFACE

When | worked on the first Area F investigation at Gatzmer Street in 1976, | did not foresee the
extent of the excavations, the importance of the site, or ever imagine that | would someday
complete the report. After the initial field work, it is personally regrettable that | was not there to
see and experience firsthand the excavations in the cellar of the Yoh Building and 114 South
Front Street. When | returned to Philadelphia five years later to work part-time for Dan Crozier at
Temple University, my first assignment was to draft the final drawings of the Area F features,
assemble the artifact plates, and put together an early draft of the excavation report. At some
point during this period, the funding ran out before the project was completed. | am grateful to
Dan Crozier for his commitment to finishing this project and to the efforts of Dave Orr, Doris
Fanelli, Allen Cooper, Karie Diethorn, Tony Ranere, Muriel Kirkpatrick, and Dan Roberts for
their recognition of the importance of the Area F site and the need to complete the work begun at
Temple University 30 years earlier. Funding for the completion of the Area F report was provided
for by the National Park Service and with cooperation from Bob Bass at Hartrampf Engineering,
Inc. of Atlanta. Without Bob’s willingness to facilitate JMA’s work through a prior contractual
arrangement with the National Park Service, this report may not have been completed.

Dan Crozier, who directed the excavations at Area F, and his field supervisor, Doris Weiland,
deserve thanks even at this late date, as does their field crew, which included: Phillip Bareiss,
Kathy Bareiss, Barbara Uphoff, Judy Chase, Peter Messick, Roberta Taylor, and Jacqueline
Thibaut. Doris Weiland was the project drafter responsible for the site plans. Temple University
students who contributed in the laboratory were the late Jim Kurtz (photography of the
reconstructed vessels), Michael Nicolazzo (elevation drawing of Feature 4/4A), and Susan Quick
(mortar analysis). Temple University laboratory director Muriel Kirkpatrick and the Department
of Anthropology watched over the collection while it was stored at Temple. On behalf of Dan
Crozier, | would like to acknowledge the Independence National Historical Park staff who helped
during the progress of the excavation: Hobart Cawood, Bob Giannini, and Penny Batcheler, and
also those who helped during the current cataloging and report phase of the JIMA project: Karie
Diethorn, Doris Fanelli, Karen Stevens, and Coxey Toogood.

I am indebted to my colleagues at JIMA for their expertise and because they are a great group of
people to work with: Dan Roberts and Rebecca Yamin for their thoughtful review of the drafts of
this report and suggestions to improve the text; laboratory staff: Alex Bartlett (glass analysis and
tables), Nikki Tobias (small finds), Mark Tobias, Hadley Gerhardt, Keith Jacobs, and Kathryn
Wood Masse (artifact processing); Tod Benedict for help in online research and editing; graphics
by the talented team of Rob Schultz and Mary Paradise under the direction of Sarah Ruch; and
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During the Bicentennial era, Area F, a National Register site in the heart of Old City,
Philadelphia, was the focus of intensive study after it was selected as the site of a parking garage
for visitors to Independence National Historical Park (INDE). “Area F” a designation of the
Philadelphia City Planning Commission for the city block formed by the intersections of Front,
Walnut, Second, and Chestnut streets in the city’s Old Historic District. As part of a program of
city revitalization taking place in the 1970s, the National Park Service and the City of
Philadelphia selected the central portion of this block, because of its proximity to the then-new
Visitors Center, for a parking facility (Greene 1974:ix; Batcheler 1978:13). In 1976, Temple
University archeologists under the direction of Dan Crozier were contracted to conduct a survey
in the Area F block between Front and Second streets and lonic and Sansom streets. At the time,
two twentieth-century warehouses stood on the site, one at 114 South Front Street, and another
much larger one, the Yoh Building, at 117-123 South Second Street. Historical documentation
was completed by Betty Cosans and three locations within the block were tested, revealing
belowground structural remains in the open areas (sidewalks and razed lots) outside the standing
warehouses (Crozier 1976). The following year the archeological investigation was expanded to
the cellar interior of the two warehouses, and the vacant lot at the northwest corner of Front and
Gatzmer Streets where foundation walls were thought to be the remains of the Anthony Morris
house. Funding for these important archeological excavations was limited. It is a tribute to the
Temple University archeological team led by Dan Crozier and INDE personnel, in particular Mr.
Hobart Caywood, Superintendent, and Mr. Robert Giannini, Associate Curator, that so much was
accomplished in so little time.

Temple University’s 1977 excavations demonstrated the richness of the archeological resources
surviving beneath the deep warehouse cellars. In all, 35 features, including architectural and
truncated shaft features, were documented. Features not expected to be adversely impacted by the
construction of the parking garage were half-sectioned, while features threatened with destruction
were excavated entirely. Nine shaft features were sampled or excavated in full, four filled in
during the eighteenth century and five in the nineteenth century.

Following demolition of the warehouses and commencement of construction in 1979,
archeological monitoring by the Museum Institute for Conservation Archaeology (MICA) under
the direction of Michael Parrington resulted, among other things, in the excavation of several
features. Artifacts recovered from one of the features previously half-sectioned by Temple were
turned over to Temple University for processing with the rest of the Area F collection. Processing
of the Area F artifact assemblage and report preparation were begun in the early 1980s and
completed by John Milner Associates, Inc. (JMA) 20 years later.

Temple University’s investigations of the Area F site were reported in two preliminary reports by
Dan Crozier entitled “Archaeological Survey Report, Area F” (1976), and “Archaeological
Investigation, Area F, Independence National Historical Park” (1977), on file in the INDE
archives. Also on file at INDE are two reports of the MICA investigations, “Archaeology at
Sansom Street, Area F, Independence National Historical Park, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 1979”
and “Salvage Archaeology at Area F, Philadelphia, 1979” by Michael Parrington. Parrington
(1979, 1983) subsequently published two articles based on his work at Area F. The Area F site
was also the subject of a section of the book The Buried Past, An Archaeological History of
Philadelphia (Cotter, Roberts, and Parrington 1992) entitled “The Mcllvaine House Privy and
Area F: Historical Archaeology in Practice” that dealt with the results of an analysis of floral
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remains conducted by a member of the Temple University archeological team as a masters thesis
and the results reported in the MICA reports.

In the spring of 1999, and again in the winter of 2001, meetings between representatives of INDE
(Doris Fanelli, David Orr, Allen Cooper, and Karie Diethorn), Temple University (Anthony
Ranere and Muriel Kirkpatrick), and JMA (Dan Roberts and Juliette Gerhardt) took place to
discuss the status of the Area F artifacts and completion of a detailed report of the findings of the
extensive archeological excavations carried out by Temple University. Over the next four years,
JMA undertook to complete the technical sections of the Area F report and augment the existing
report with a synthesis of the data that combined the historical and archeological evidence. IMA
cataloged 67,894 artifacts from the Area F site into the National Park Service’s Automated
National Cataloging System+ (ANCS+). Completion of an inventory of the artifact assemblage
was an essential step in the interpretation of the archeological remains. Once the artifacts were
cataloged and archeological features analyzed it was possible to trace the development of Area F
from the earliest settlement of Philadelphia up to the twentieth century.

It is worth noting that a great many technological changes took place during the 30-year hiatus
between the original work and completion of this report. Temple’s typed manuscript was scanned
to convert it into a Word document, and then formatted to bring it into a workable medium. The
maps, all hand drawn, and artifact plates—scaled compositions created from individual
photographs of each artifact, were also scanned and converted into electronic media. Text and
graphics completed at JMA in the course of this project have been done using current technology
producing subtle differences that may be evident to the reader. The old and the new methods rest
side by side in the body of this report as a testament to the changes in archeological
documentation.

1.1 DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT AREA

Area F, acquired by the National Park Service in 1974 to provide parking facilities for INDE, is
bounded by Front and Second streets to the east and west, respectively, and by lonic and Sansom
streets to the north and south (Figure 1). Archeological investigation of Area F concentrated on its
northern half, i.e., that portion of the block north of Gatzmer Street, a small east/west street that
bisects the larger city block. The structures located within the northern half of Area F at the time
of the investigation were the Yoh Building (Plates 1-2), a large twentieth-century warehouse oc-
cupying 117-123 South Second Street with a lot extending east to 116 South Front Street, and a
smaller structure occupying 114 South Front Street (Plate 3). These structures have since been
demolished and the parking facility for INDE constructed.

1.2 PURPOSE AND GOALS OF THE INVESTIGATION

Specific locations within Area F were designated for archeological investigation, a decision made
in consultation with INDE and Regional National Park Service personnel. It was determined that
the cultural remains located in the northern portion of Area F were most threatened by the
proposed parking garage construction. Therefore, all research was to be conducted in that portion
of Area F bounded by lonic, Front, Gatzmer, and Second streets.

In accordance with contractual arrangements and logistical considerations unique to this project,
the objectives were: 1) to confirm that archeological evidences pertaining to the life of historic
Philadelphia remained in situ, 2) to map and photographically record uncovered evidence, 3) to
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excavate only a portion of those features that were not threatened, 4) to excavate in total those
features that would be destroyed by the proposed construction, or could not be partially excavated
with safety, and 5) to provide protection for unexcavated or partially excavated cultural remains,
including such measures as covering features with plastic or wood, and, where appropriate, with
soil.

In the years since the Area F excavation took place, four important eighteenth-century sites,
including Blocks 1 (Yamin et al 2004) and 2 (Yamin et al 2002) of Independence Mall, the
Bourse Garage (Blomberg 1990), and Front and Dock Streets (McCarthy and Roberts 1996), have
been excavated and reported. These sites, together with Franklin Court (Cosans 1975), 8 South
Front Street (Cosans 1976), and New Market (Liggett 1978), excavated in the 1960s-1970s,
provided a significant local comparative database in the analysis of the Area F archeological
record.

1.3 METHODS OF DATA COLLECTION

1.3.1 BACKGROUND RESEARCH

Area F has been well documented (Greene 1974; Cosans 1975a and 1977; Batcheler 1978). The
historical background presented in this report is based on Cosans (1975a and 1977) with extracts
from the research of Greene (1974) and Batcheler (1978). The data analysis focus on the north
half of the Area F block that is the archeological site zone covered in Phases | and 11, in order to
correlate those archeological evidences recovered with the documentary record. A base map of
the Area F block created from the 1788 Philadelphia County Tax (Toogood 1985) was also a
useful source. Additional research, conducted by Cosans-Zebooker and Gerhardt updated specific
lot histories during the course of the current JMA project.

1.3.2 FIELD METHODS

After various investigative approaches were reviewed, the following steps were considered the
most effective use of funds and time available: 1) investigate locations most likely to be disturbed
by deep building trenches and shafts for pillar supports; 2) investigate one location suggested by
the documentary evidence, 3) excavate the areas most accessible to the archeological team, and 4)
reduce, when possible, time lost to inclement weather.

The first operations involved removal of concrete basement floors from the still-standing Yoh
Building and warehouse at 114 South Front Street (Figure 2). Though excavations for the
construction of these buildings certainly destroyed many cultural remains, the concrete floors
served to protect the remaining evidence in situ. INDE personnel did an excellent job removing
the concrete from portions of Rooms A-C in both the Yoh Building and 114 South Front Street.
The basement floor in Room F of the Yoh Building was mostly brick and was removed by the
archeological team. Former structures on the site of the Anthony Morris House had been razed,
and their basements were filled with spoil. Power equipment was used to remove this fill.

A coordinate system was established for the entire site area and each basement room. Vertical
controls were established relative to the USGS elevation located in the sidewalk on Front Street.
The site datum was calculated at 21.52 ft. above sea level (ASL). All feature elevations are given
relative to sea level. A field laboratory was located on the first floor of the Yoh Building above
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basement Room F. Excavation logs and maps were updated at this location, and artifacts were
examined and boxed for transport here as well.

The field investigations were undertaken March 23, 1977-June 10, 1977, and October 11, 1977-
November 7, 1977. Following the removal of concrete from the basement floors, the rooms were
examined for archeological evidences and mapped. The field strategy included the excavation of
trenches of various sizes to examine the stratigraphy beneath the floors. Where possible, a portion
of the contents of privies, wells, and cisterns was not disturbed, thus preserved in situ. Shaft
features threatened with destruction by the proposed construction were excavated in full, and only
the half portions of the remaining shaft features were excavated. Features were excavated by hand
in stratigraphic sequence. Artifacts were bagged by provenience and assigned bag numbers from
the field log (see Table in Appendix 1). Soil, mortar, brick, and wood samples were collected
where appropriate and assigned a unique number in the sample log (see Table in Appendix I).
Plan view and profile drawings recorded the stratigraphy and assigned bag lots for each feature.
The field supervisor kept a running field log of the daily activities, and black-and-white prints and
color slides completed the documentation of the field work.

1.3.3 LABORATORY PROCEDURES

Upon completion of field work the recovered objects and records were moved to the Laboratory
of Anthropology, Temple University. Objects were cleaned, conserved where necessary, and
reconstructed when possible. Initially all artifacts were numbered with the site accession number
(3220) and the lot or bag number. A selected number of whole and reconstructed objects were
assigned object numbers and photographed for the INHP museum card file. These objects (790),
representing a sample of artifacts from various features, were described in a Reconstruction
Catalog. All artifacts were stored in cardboard boxes and wooden trays in racks in the laboratory
basement.

Wooden artifacts were carefully brush cleaned, immersed in wood preservative
(Pentachlorophenol and other chlorophenols), drained, and air dried. Leather objects were brush
cleaned and soaked in “Lexicol,” a commercial leather preservative. Where necessary, leather
objects were reshaped before drying. Metal objects were hand cleaned by wire brushing;
identifiable objects were stabilized by dipping in yellow crystalline wax to retard further
oxidation. Soil samples and fragments of building materials were retained for future research.

The Area F artifact collection remained in storage and was used as a study collection at Temple
University for a period of 26 years. The collection consists of artifacts recovered during the 1977
archeological investigations conducted by Temple University as well as artifacts recovered from
one feature partially excavated by Temple and later completed by the MICA team in 1979.

In 2001, the Area F artifacts were transported to JMA’s West Chester laboratory for cataloging
and analysis. Artifact identifications and provenience data were entered into the Automated
National Catalog System Plus (ANCS+) following current National Park Service (NPS) curatorial
standards as mandated by the NPS Cultural Resource Management Guideline NPS-28. Cataloging
was organized by provenience and a unique catalog number was assigned to each artifact lot.
Artifacts that had been conserved, or were in need of treatment, were identified in the Condition
Description field. All artifacts have been labeled with the INDE catalog number and are stored in
archival containers.
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To the extent possible, ceramic and glass vessel analysis included crossmending vessels within
features. The crossmending data contributed to the stratigraphic analysis and to a functional
analysis of the artifacts. The artifact catalog lists vessels as well as remainder or residual sherds
that could not be mended into vessels. The ANCS+ catalog includes percentage of vessel
completeness and whether vessels match other vessels or are parts of sets.

The stratigraphic data within features were carefully examined and revised accordingly. Field
notes and drawings were used to combine excavated strata into meaningful analytical strata (AS).
Once crossmending was completed, the information was used to refine the analytical strata and
date ranges of the feature deposits. The minimum number of vessels per analytical stratum within
features was calculated.

Matching sets of ceramic and glass vessels were identified and quantified as is customary practice
for assemblages of this significance. Ceramic and glass mean dates were calculated for primary
deposits that date to the seventeenth or eighteenth centuries. Terminus post quem (TPQ) dates
were calculated for all analytical strata. Every effort was made to connect specific assemblages
with the people to whom they belonged. It was not possible to study the artifacts from every
analytical unit in detail; consequently, features that were chosen for in-depth analysis were
selected on the basis of age (seventeenth- and eighteenth-century material was emphasized) and a
demonstrable connection between artifacts and residents of the block. Consumer choice (CC)
index values were calculated for ceramic assemblages that date to the late eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries. These values were used to compare the market value of the assemblages
from Area F with the value of assemblages of comparable age found at other Philadelphia sites.

1.3.4 ORGANIZATION OF REPORT

The preliminary draft of the Area F report, written some 20 years ago, consisted of the historical
background of the site, a description of the excavation, and a master’s thesis on the Area F seeds
by Roberta Zullick Taylor that was intended as an appendix. The draft was illustrated with a
number of figures that included historic maps and images, a site plan, feature plans and profiles,
and numerous photographs of the excavation and of the artifacts, most of which are reproduced in
this report. The historical background, presented here in Section 2.0, is basically unchanged from
the original draft. The text was taken from Betty Cosans’s (1975 and 1977) original historical
reports on the Area F block that were edited to cover only the project area, with added text from
Greene (1974) and Batcheler (1978). This section is illustrated with Cosans’s historical base maps
and historic maps. The remainder of the draft, a description of the archeological and architectural
features identified during the excavation, was a joint collaboration between Daniel G. Crozier and
Juliette Gerhardt. This section of the original draft has been recrafted and reorganized into the
present format. The artifact analysis conducted as part of the JMA project provided new data that
rendered large sections of the original draft obsolete. Parts of this original chapter were integrated
into Sections 3.0 and 4.0 and Appendix I.

The body of the report is organized into the following sections: The introduction (Section 1.0),
the historical background described above (Section 2.0), and a description of the eighteenth-
century features and associated artifacts by cellar room beginning with the Yoh Building on
Second Street (Section 3.0) and 114 South Front Street (Section 4.0). A discussion of the artifacts
within the context of shaft features and how they are linked to specific residents is presented in
Section 5.0. Interpretative summaries tying the archeological remains to their historic lots are
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presented in subsequent sections (Sections 6.0, 7.0, and 8.0), and the overall site interpretations
and summary remarks on Area F are presented in the final chapter (Section 9.0).

Narrative descriptions of the remaining archeological resources—disturbed eighteenth- and
nineteenth-century features and architectural details documented in the cellar rooms of the Yoh
Building, 114 South Front Street, and 116-118 South Front Street—are presented in Appendix |
by Daniel G. Crozier and Juliette Gerhardt. Following the description of architectural features in
the cellars of the warehouses is a discussion of mortars and their use in dating structures. Mortar
analysis, begun but not completed by Temple student Susan Quick, was summarized by JMA
architectural conservator Lori Aument and is presented in Appendix Il. An excerpt from a study
of the floral remains, undertaken by Temple University graduate student Roberta Zullick Taylor
in partial fulfillment of a master’s degree, is included in Appendix Il1. As part of the JMA project,
the unprocessed soil samples were subjected to analyses by archeobotanist Leslie E. Raymer of
New South Associates and compared with Taylor’s study (Appendix V). Selected samples
underwent parasitological analysis by Dr. Karl J. Reinhard of the University of Nebraska, whose
results are also presented in Appendix IV. Analysis of the faunal remains was conducted by JMA
faunal analyst Claudia Milne and is presented in Appendix V. Finally, the analysis of a resin
(INDE 89951) recovered in a 114 S. Front Street feature is reported by Lori Aument in Appendix
VI.
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the American fair,

success to the arms of America,

the sons of St. Patrick, and

the American Congress: may they be an illustrious example to all the Republics
(Pennsylvania Gazette 1793).

The 1800 federal census identifies a large household (13) living in Robert Smith’s new house at
58 S. Front Street. Of the five males listed, Robert Smith was then probably the lone male
identified as 45 or over; one, perhaps James Robertson, was between the age of 16-25, and three
were under the age of 10. There were eight females in the household: three under 10, one 10-15,
one 16-25, and three between the ages of 26-44. The three other free persons were presumably
hired servants.

In 1810, the household was reduced to 11 free whites, and three “other free” persons. There were
still five males, two aged 10-15, one 16-25, one 26-44, and one, presumably Robert, 45 and over.
There were two fewer women in the household that included three girls 10-15, two girls 16-25,
and one (his wife?) 26-44.

An 1816 letter to Robert Smith from his daughter describes the kinds of social events she
attended during a visit to family in New York (Figure 49). She recounts “New Years Day is kept
a great deal more than we do” with rounds of visitors, up to 237 at the home of one uncle, calling
at homes serving “punch and cake.” These social calls and tales of large dinner parties may be
more than the Smiths’ celebration of New Years, but it does imply that the Smiths enjoyed a
similar scale of social entertaining.

By 1820 the Smith household was greatly reduced. There were five free whites, including two
males (one 16-18 and one over 45) and three females (one 16-26 and two over 45), as well as one
male slave 14-24 years of age. The Smith’s sold their house/store sometime in 1820 but continued
on at this address for another two years. The TPQ of 1823 for AS | of Feature 2/2A coincides
with the move of the Smith family from their store/residence.

8.3.1 THE ARCHEOLOGY OF ROBERT SMITH’S ICE HOUSE/COLD CELLAR (114C1/4/4A) AND
PRIVY (114C2/2A, AS |, C. 1825)

Among the improvements to his house, Robert Smith added an ice house connected to a marble-
lined subcellar at the very back of his house. The subcellar was probably entered from a trap door
in the washroom floor above, a similar arrangement as that found in the Bishop White House
(INHP 1958:Ch.111:2-3). The concept of ice houses had only recently been introduced to
Philadelphia (c.1782) at the home of financier Robert Morris and was no doubt the talk of the
town in the circles frequented by the likes of George Washington and Bishop White to name a
few (http://www.ushistory.org/presidentshouse/history/icehouse.htm). It appears that Robert
Smith mixed in society, and this innovation would have provided the Smith family with iced
drinks, ice cream, and other frozen desserts through the long summer months. Smith’s position on
the Board of Directors of the Bank of the United States and his membership in the St. Andrew
Society suggest his prominence as a merchant with some social standing. These facts together
with the archeological evidence, the high value of their ceramics, and this elaborate cold storage
system suggest strongly that the Smiths entertained.
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Robert Smith’s porcelain tea service, with the monogram over a plow, was the first clue linking
the privy (114C2/2A) to this owner (Plate 45). A second clue was a lead bale seal marked “B &
Co” used in Europe as a means of identification and as a component of regulation and quality
control for textiles (http://www.imacdigest.com/bale.html). Bale seals were folded around each
side of a length of fabric and stamped closed. Robert Smith’s correspondence confirms he was
engaged in the textile trade.

This privy contained more than double the number of artifacts (20,366) found in the other
selected features (see Table 20), 80 percent of which were the remains of 654 ceramic and 493
glass vessels. Nearly half of the ceramic vessels belonged to matched sets of dishes accounting
for 37 sets (see Table 23). There were comparable numbers of tea (227) and table (242) wares.
Serving vessels in the tea and table groups accounted for 26-27 percent of each assemblage (see
Table 14). There were also six sets of glassware.

In addition to the monogrammed set, the Smiths’ tea sets were Chinese overglaze-painted floral
(27), plain cream colored (21), blue-printed chinoiserie motif (13), polychrome-painted floral
motif (8), dark blue floral print (8), a black-printed genre motif (5), and blue-painted chinoiserie
motif (3) (see Table 15). The tea sets comprised tea bowls and saucers and a few serving vessels
(4 slop bowils, 1 milk jug). This means the owners probably used something fancier with the sets,
such as silver for serving.

The Smiths preferred Chinese porcelain for entertaining (Plate 46). They owned a very large
Chinese Export dinner service in an underglaze blue Willow pattern (52) that included an array of
plates and serving vessels (a tureen and salad dish) for serving dinner and dessert as well as
coffee and tea following the meal (see Table 16). A second set of Chinese porcelain dishes (12)
was a simple pattern of Three Trees in underglaze blue. They also owned a separate set for
serving supper (Set #34) and a set of barrel-shaped vessels (Set #37) that may have been used for
serving condiments. Formal dining included matching sets of wine glasses, tumblers, glass cruets,
and salt dishes.

The Smiths may have had dessert parties (Plate 47). Certainly their ice pit and cold cellar gave
them the means for providing iced drinks and desserts. For this purpose, they might have used a
set of Chinese porcelain dessert bowls (7 in Set #36), possibly for ice cream, their fluted and
edged syllabub cups (7), assorted punch bowls (9), and a fancy twig fruit basket. Several vases in
glass and Chinese porcelain and a black basalt bulb vase would have decorated the tables on such
occasions.

The Smiths enjoyed large cuts of beef, pork, mutton, and veal, a variety of game and domestic
birds, and a limited number of small fish. The greatest density of blackberry/raspberry and
strawberries was found in this feature and is likely associated with the Smiths’ love of desserts
and entertaining. Fig, grapes, and elderberries were also present, along with sunflower.

The Smiths favored beer, porter, or ale (83%) over wine (8%) and other alcohol. An assortment
of vessels were used to imbibe these beverages, but predominantly glass tumblers (79), wine
glasses (46), ceramic tankards (17), and shot glasses (10). Sixteen jugs that included three
matching printed jugs may have been used to serve alcoholic or nonalcoholic beverages. To what
extent these beverages were served in business dealings is unknown.

While these sets of fancy dishes suggest a lavish lifestyle, the repair of a glass decanter and wine
glass indicates a practical side in the care of their possessions, and that some were valued above
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