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ABSTRACT

ABSTRACT

John Milner Associates, Inc. (JMA) conducted an archeological background study and
assessment for the portion of Block 1 of Independence Mall slated for construction of the Liberty
Bell Complex along the eastern edge of South Sixth Street between Chestnut and Market Streets.
For the purposes of historical research, the boundaries of the project area were defined by the
construction area around the proposed building in relation to the historic configuration of the
block. Approximately 40 historic lots, bound by Chestnut Street on the South, South Sixth Street
on the west, and Market Street on the north were researched. There was a house within the project
area on Chestnut Street as early as 1690. The house, with additions, eventually became the State
House Inn, and along with other businesses in the immediate vicinity, served the politicians,
including the founding fathers, who frequented the State House [Independence Hall] across the
street. Eighteenth-century occupants of the project area included artisans as well as powerful civic
(and national) leaders. Robert Morris lived at the corner of South Sixth and Market Streets and he
rented a second house next door, also within the project area, to the first two presidents of the
United States. In the nineteenth century businesses supporting political and judicial activities
(printers, law book dealers, cigar manufacturers) continued to locate in the neighborhood of the
State House and large clothing stores, including the first Wanamaker store, thrived on Market
Street. By the time the block was demolished in the early 1950s for creation of Independence
Mall, the clothiers were beginning to move up town and Chestnut Street was lined with insurance
companies.

The potential for archeological resources was assessed using historic maps, the demolition plan
dating to 1952, historic photographs, and the schematic plans for the new building. Although
most of the Liberty Bell Complex will be built at grade, there are three areas within the footprint
and one area outside the footprint, but within the construction area, that never had buildings on
them. One of the areas is the open space behind the State House Inn where stables were located,
probably as early as the 1730s and perhaps earlier. A second area is behind three houses that
faced South Sixth Street; a third area is the alley known as Fairhill Street that ran behind the
South Sixth Street properties; and the fourth area falls within the lots that were part of 190 Market
Street, the location of the executive mansion in the eighteenth century. Recent archeological
investigations on Block 3 of the Mall have demonstrated that intact historic ground surfaces may
be found in areas that did not have buildings even though other areas with buildings within the
block were demolished. The mechanical room for the Liberty Bell Complex, an area measuring
about 40-by-50 feet, will reach a depth (about 12 feet below grade) that could impact truncated
features, i.e., privies, wells, or cisterns, associated with properties on South Sixth Street that were
occupied in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. JMA recommends preliminary testing in the
areas of potential intact ground surfaces and consultations with the National Park Service
concerning data recovery before the area of the mechanical room is tested. In that area nineteenth-
century foundations and cellar floors will need to be exposed and removed to look for truncated
features below the floors.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 PURPOSE AND GOALS OF THE INVESTIGATION

The purpose of the present study is to assess the archeological potential of the site on which the
new Liberty Bell Complex will be built. As planned the new complex will stretch between
Chestnut and Market Streets within the western third of Block 1 of Independence Mall (Figure 1).
The Liberty Bell Complex is one of three buildings that will be built as part of the redevelopment
of the Mall. Although all three blocks that make up the Mall were bulldozed when the historic
buildings were razed and removed in the 1950s, the construction of new buildings has the
potential to impact buried archeological resources if they are present.

A Master Plan, developed by the Olin Partnership, aims to reintegrate the Mall into the urban
fabric (Olin Partnership 1998:3), something that was intentionally not done when the Mall was
first created in the 1950s. At that time the intention was to set Independence Hall apart and
surround it with space that would both keep the symbolic structure safe from fire and accentuate
its significance (Greiff 1987). Designs for a new setting for Independence Hall date back to the
second decade of the twentieth century.

The earliest design of Block 1 (1915) called for a reviewing square across from Independence
Hall bound on the south by Chestnut Street and on the north by a “Collonade of the Signers” to be
located parallel to Ludlow Street, the historic street that cut across the block from east to west
(Cultural Landscape Report 1994:22). The square, designed in the Classical Revival style, was to
include statuary, formal gardens, fountains, and rows of trees. A second design, developed by the
French landscape architect Jaques Greber, called for relocating the liberty bell from Independence
Hall to the block across the street, that is, to Block 1. The bell would be housed in an altar or
temple reached by climbing 13 steps (Cultural Landscape Report 1994:26). Surrounded by a
“Great Marble Court,” Greber’s 1924 design was more extensive than the earlier plan and would
have taken up most of the first block.

These and several other plans were limited to elegant drawings. It took the patriotic feelings
generated by the Second World War, and several highly motivated individuals, to provide the
impetus for actually building the “safe and appropriate setting for Independence Hall” that had
been talked about for so many years. As Greber had recommended 50 years earlier, though, the
liberty bell was to be moved to Block 1, but not to the temple he envisioned. Instead, it was
placed in the middle of the block in a building variously described as resembling a subway station
or fast food stand (Cultural Landscape Report 1994:150) where it has remained since 1975. Now
the bell will be moved again.

Unlike its predecessor, the new building will not be placed in the center of the block, but will
flank its western edge, providing visitors with an oblique angle of Independence Hall. The bell
itself will hang in a gallery that faces Independence Hall on a diagonal at the southern end of the
building (Figure 2). From this angle visitors will see Independence Hall without the modern
buildings that, from the middle of the block, appear to tower over the hall.

Neither the old liberty bell pavilion nor the proposed new building makes any reference to the
historic configuration of the block and a second purpose of this study is to bring to life the history
of the block and its residents. The proximity of Independence Hall, originally known as the State
House, has always had an influence on the block—from the inns, taverns, and stables that served
political visitors in the eighteenth century to the banks and publishers who located there in the
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

nineteenth century. The history of this block is integral to an understanding of Philadelphia’s
identity as the country’s cradle of liberty, both in the past and the present, and will contribute to
Independence National Historical Park’s mission to “preserve its stories, buildings, and artifacts
as a source of inspiration for visitors to learn more about the ideas and ideals that led to the
American Revolution and the founding and growth of the United States” (Draft General
Management Plan Environmental Impact Statement 1995).

The study was conducted in compliance with the National Historic Preservation Act as amended
(16 U.S.C. 470), the regulations of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (36 CFR Part
800), and standing National Park Service policy.

1.2 DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT AREA

The project area is located on Block 1 of Independence Mall, a federal property within the
boundaries of Independence National Historical Park (INDE) in Philadelphia. The proposed
Liberty Bell Complex will abut the eastern edge of the South Sixth Street side of the block, which
is bound on the north by Market Street, on the east by South Fifth Street, and on the south by
Chestnut Street. At its widest point the building measures 60 feet from east to west and about 260
feet in length (Figure 2). However, the construction area, as indicated by a surrounding fence,
covers a larger area and encompasses the entire raised terrace along the western edge of the
block, from Chestnut Street to Market Street. The project area was defined to include the
construction area and the portion of the block that was removed when Chestnut and Sixth Streets
were widened during the creation of the Mall (Figure 3).

Historically, Block 1 was crosscut by Minor Street, later known as Ludlow (Figure 4). The
project area includes historic lots facing Chestnut Street, South Sixth Street, Minor [Ludlow]
Street, and Market Street. It is not known whether the Ludlow Street pavement was lifted when
the Mall was created, but it is not marked in the present landscape.

With the exception of the mechanical room, the Liberty Bell Complex will be built at grade.
However, the foundation wall around its perimeter will reach an average of four feet in depth and
gradually greater depths as it approaches the mechanical room (personal communication, Jeff Lu
of Bohlin Cywinski Jackson, July 21, 2000). The slab for the mechanical room, which spans the
building and is about 40 feet wide but may be widened to 50 feet (Figure 3), will be about 10 feet
below grade and its footings will extend at least two more feet (Bohlin Cywinski Jackson, Liberty
Bell Complex, Sheet No. A2.03). Piers beneath each of the columns, shown at 20 foot intervals
on the drawing of the building (Figure 3), will not exceed the depth of the foundation wall.

1.3 PREVIOUS RESEARCH

Although no formal archeological investigations were conducted during the development of
Independence Mall in the 1950s, the front foundation wall of the house on Market Street where
George Washington and John Adams lived during their presidencies was supposedly exposed
during construction in January of 1952 (Sharon Ann Holt files, memorandum to Harold
Donaldson Eberlein from David H. Morgan, November 13, 1952). Toogood (2000:56) describes
two foundations exposed in 1952: one measuring 31 feet in width and the other measuring 45 feet
8% inches in width. According to the plot plan with the 1785 deed, the house measured 45 feet 6
inches, which is consistent with the larger of the foundations, but it is not clear what the smaller
one belonged to. An earlier house on the property burned in 1780, but it measured 45-by-52 feet
(Toogood 2000:56). Holt’s notes also mention a well that was found in 1952 within the property
and that it was in a slightly different location than is shown on the scale model of the property

2
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

(190 Market Street) at the Atwater Kent Museum. The model was built as a WPA project in the
1930s, but is no longer extant (personal communication, Susan Dreinan, Atwater Kent Museum,
July 21, 2000).

Several historic research studies have been conducted for INDE that included Block 1. In 1997
Sharon Ann Holt completed a study entitled, “Occupation and Use of the 500 Block of Market
Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 1680-1850.” Her relatively brief report and notes, which
reside in the INDE library, were reviewed for this study. Anne Coxe Toogood’s Historic
Resource Study, Independence Mall, The 18" Century Development, Block One, Chestnut to
Market, Fifth to Sixth Streets (2000) provided the basis for the summary of eighteenth-century
developments included here. Toogood’s 1787 map reconstruction of Block 1, available as a CAD
file, also proved useful and is included here as Figure 6. Hannah Benner Roach’s study of Block
1, done for the Philadelphia City Planning Commission, was briefly consulted at the INDE
library, especially for information on the State House Inn which is not covered elsewhere in any
detail.

Although no demolition plan was known for Block 1 at the outset of the project, and Karen
Stevens, INDE’s archivist, reported that no demolition documents had been found during a search
in Harrisburg, she discovered a drawing in a drawer in the basement of the First Bank building
during the research for this project. The drawing, which is entitled Project P 1409 Survey
Independence Mall, was made by Harbeson Hough Livingston and Larson, the architectural firm
that handled the original Mall development, including demolition and design (Greiff 1987:257).
The drawing is dated October 17, 1952. It shows existing curb lines, temporary sidewalks,
confirmed curb lines, and confirmed building lines. An annotation on the drawing reads, “All
buildings within the block were demolished in 1950-52 and the entire area filled with rubble
topped with six inches of earth to elevations shown. Building walls and piers removed to
elevations 4 feet below adjacent curb elevations. Temporary wood fence and temporary wood
sidewalk were erected under demolition contract.”

LIBERTY BELL COMPLEX, BLOCK 1,
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2.0 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT

2.0 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT

2.1 HISTORICAL DOCUMENTATION AND METHODS

The historical research for this report was conducted primarily in the City of Philadelphia;
identification of owners of the various properties involved in the project area were derived from a
study of conveyances (transfers of real property) for the approximately 40 lots, which were
researched at the Historical Society of Pennsylvania and the Philadelphia City Archives.
Background information on the class and ethnicity of the population of the project area was
derived from the study and analysis of Federal Censuses of Population for the Sixth Ward, City of
Philadelphia at the Mid-Atlantic Regional office of the National Archives, and the available
Philadelphia City Directories at the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. Maps and other primary
works were examined at the Free Public Library of Philadelphia and the Historical Society of
Pennsylvania.

2.2 EARLY DEVELOPMENT

What is now Block 1 of Independence Mall was one of the original blocks platted by Thomas
Holme for William Penn when the latter established the City of Philadelphia in 1681. As platted,
the block, bordered by High Street (officially Market Street after 1853, although called by that
name for many years before that date—Frey 1926:x), South Sixth Street, South Fifth Street, and
Chestnut Street, measured about 398 feet by 484 feet (Bromley 1895) and remained relatively
undeveloped for quite some time, being considered *“the outskirts of town” (Toogood 2000:1-2).

For those early Philadelphia property owners (or the “First Purchasers™) who had bought tracts
measuring 1,000 acres or more elsewhere, William Penn awarded “great lotts” fronting on High
Street to seven Purchasers, and “back lots” on Chestnut Street to eight other Purchasers.
According to William Parsons’ 1741 map, those Purchasers who first held the lots on Block 1
were Robert Greenway and Robert Harley for the High Street lots and Jonathan Stanmore,
Edward Edwards, and William Crews for the Chestnut Street lots.

2.2.1 CHESTNUT STREET

Of these original purchasers, only William Crews ever lived on his grant, receiving a “50 foot
front in Chestnut Street...for the making of Potter’s work” on 26 November 1688/9. According to
research by Hannah Benner Roach, William Crews first erected a “log structure” on his lot, then
constructed a “two story brick house in the front of the homestead” in 1690 (Toogood 2000:4-5).

Crews expanded his landholding to 133.6 feet by purchasing an adjacent parcel in 1693, and
operated a “Pott house” on this parcel until his death in 1695 (Philadelphia County Will Book
A:314). From 1695 to 1702, his son John Crews continued making pots on this site until he sold
the property to Jacob Regnier, a Frenchman who practiced law in New York City. After
Regnier’s death in 1715, his widow and executrix, Mrs. Elizabeth Markham Regnier, sold the
property to eminent Philadelphia attorney Andrew Hamilton (Bronner 1982:51-52) on 3 October
1720 (Philadelphia Deed Book F-3:150).

James Logan, William Penn’s secretary and business agent, appears to have purchased the
remaining two “back lotts” closest to South Sixth Street sometime before 1700; the two lots,
totaling 110 feet in width facing out on Chestnut Street were sold to a candle maker named
Edmund Davis in 1720 (Philadelphia County Deed Book F-3:196). After his death eight years

4

LIBERTY BELL COMPLEX, BLOCK 1,
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA



2.0 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT

later (Philadelphia County Will Book E:77, dated 29 May 1729), his wife Mary became the
owner of the property.

When Mrs. Davis died in 1734 her two married daughters, Jennet Church (wife of William
Church) and Mary Davis (wife of William Davis) succeeded to the property and divided up the
tract into 12 smaller lots (deed of partition, Philadelphia County Deed Book G-11:154, dated 18
August 1748). One lot had been previously sold (Jennet Church and Mary Davis to John Boyle,
Philadelphia County Deed Book 1-3:384, 15 February 1744 N.S.); Mrs. Church and her family
resided on a lot 33 feet from the corner of South Sixth and Chestnut, where they had erected a
“small 15-foot wooden house,” and along with that lot had also taken the corner lot, which
measured 17.6 feet. Mary and William Davis took the homestead presumably established by her
father Edmund, a 20-foot frame structure located on Chestnut Street (Toogood 2000:9).

2.2.2  HIGH (MARKET) STREET

Robert Greenway and Robert Harley were both merchants who owned property elsewhere in the
City of Philadelphia. They apparently held their “Great Lotts” on High Street as an investment
since there is no record of any development on their holdings for quite some time. After a number
of transactions, it appears that John Kinsey, a wealthy attorney, merchant, and politician,
purchased the lot that originally belonged to Harley, as it lay adjacent to his holdings at the corner
of South Fifth and High Streets (Toogood 2000:13-15, 25n). The Greenway family left their
properties vacant until at least the middle of the century (Pennsylvania Gazette 2 November
1752).

One factor in the lack of development of the area may have been the “wet, hilly landscape”
(Toogood 2000:2). Early minutes of the Common Council discuss the construction of a board
sidewalk at “Centre Swamp” in order to facilitate the safe passage of pedestrians at the
intersection of Sixth and Market Streets (Watson 1876:1:434). Many residents would remember
that there was a pond called “Kinsey’s Pond” located at what was later 190 High Street
(eventually 526-530 Market Street).

Other than the small house where one of the Davis daughters (Mrs. Church) lived after her
mother’s death in 1734, there does not appear to have been any development on South Sixth
Street. Minor Street had not yet appeared on the city maps, and may have been little more than a
“carriage trail” (Toogood 2000:12)

2.3 THESTATE HOUSE

Although located just south of the project area, the construction of the “State House” would have
an impact on the growth and development of the project area. In 1729, the Provincial Assembly
of Pennsylvania, wishing to move from the cramped quarters of the old courthouse at Second and
Market Streets, appropriated funds for the design and construction of a building that would serve
as the seat of the colonial government. Andrew Hamilton was named the chairman of the building
committee, and he was successful in convincing the commission and the Assembly to establish
the new Pennsylvania State House (later Independence Hall) on Chestnut Street between Fifth
and Sixth Streets, across from the project area (Bronner 1982:51-52). Hamilton also “recognized
the future requirements of both city and county for accommodations, so he created a trust in the
Fifth and Sixth Street corners of the ground, planning that city and county buildings should
eventually be erected there in such design and size as to bring the whole fagade into one general
effect” (Frey 1926:93).
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2.0 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT

After the State House Building was completed in 1735, the Provincial Assembly met there, as did
the Pennsylvania Executive Council, the Supreme Court and other lesser courts, and the Library
Company of Pennsylvania, “the first subscription library in the British colonies in America,”
leased space for their books. The State House became the center of Philadelphia public and
political life, making Chestnut Street a center of activity.

2.4 THE EARLY EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY STREETSCAPE
2.4.1 CHESTNUT STREET

It probably was not a coincidence that Andrew Hamilton’s interest in this area coincided with his
ownership of the house and lot on Chestnut Street just across from the State House site. He
appears to have shared the lot with other tenants and may have been the first to lease to tenants
who operated an inn on the site, although Jacob Regnier may have had an inn there two decades
earlier. By the time the State House was completed, Evan Powell, who in 1729 had sold goose
feathers “on Chestnut Street next door but one to Andrew Hamilton, Esq.,” was advertising
himself at the “Sign of the Thistle and Crown opposite the State House” (Toogood 2000:6).

Andrew Hamilton died in the summer of 1741 and his son James, later a mayor of the City of
Philadelphia, succeeded in ownership of the property (Philadelphia County Will Book F:234).
James Hamilton leased the property to Henry Clark, who renamed the tavern “The Sign of the
Coach and Horses” (Toogood 2000:7); it was subsequently known as “Clark’s Inn,” the “Half
Moon,” the “Blue Ball” and then, finally, the “State House Inn” (Frey 1926:17; Toogood
2000:17).' Henry Clark died in 1750; his widow ran the inn for a while, and then was succeeded
by John and Sarah Jones from 1751 to 1753, Thomas Lennon from 1753 to 1757 and probably
later; and finally Michael Clark, Henry’s son, who took on the duties of operating the inn in 1768
(Toogood 2000:19)

The building, described as an *“old ruff-cast house” (Crane 1991:2:767), was originally located
“in a grove of great walnut trees, and because of its rural setting had been something of a favorite
spot for William Penn” (Frey 1926:17). A water color (Figure 5), reproduced in Independence
Square Neighborhood (1926), a small book published by the Penn Mutual Life Insurance
Company, shows Clark’s Inn and the house next door (the Davis home?). While these images
may or may not portray the buildings as they actually appeared, the structures are set back from
the street, which is consistent with their documented locations. Conveniently located at the center
of colonial government, and accessible to most people who had to transact colonial business
there, the State House Inn thrived right into the 1790s.

Meanwhile, Mrs. Jennet Church and Mrs. Mary Davis and their families continued the occupation
of the lots clustered west of the inn, at the corner of South Sixth Street. The house shown closest
to the corner on the Clarkson-Biddle Plan may be the original Davis house (Figure 4). After Mary
Davis’s death around 1760, one of her sons, William Davis, Jr., sold the corner lot to merchant
Alexander Stedman who had built a three-story mansion at the corner of South Sixth and High
Streets (Philadelphia County Deed Book EF-7:269, dated 18 June 1765). As the Davis property
had “a frame building” already on it, Stedman may have purchased the property to house his
servants (Toogood 2000:17). Six years later, John Lawrence purchased both properties from
Stedman, along with additional land from Mrs. Church (Philadelphia County Deed Book D-
11:214, dated 10 June 1771).

! For convenience’s sake, despite the time period, this site will subsequently be referred to as the “State
House Inn.”
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2.4.2 HIGH (MARKET) STREET; MINOR STREET

John Kinsey, who owned the frontage between Fifth and Sixth Streets on High, died suddenly on
11 May 1750, leaving behind, among other things, many debts. To satisfy his creditors, his real
estate holdings had to be quickly liquidated. His large home at Fifth and High Streets became the
first home of the Pennsylvania Hospital (Williams 1976:1-10), while the rest of his property on
High Street, including the project area, was partitioned into building lots. By the spring of 1759,
Kinsey’s heirs were offering “a parcel of lots fronting Market [High], Fifth and Minor Streets,
being part of the estate of John Kinsey, deceased” (Pennsylvania Gazette 9 March 1759). Minor
Street, a 40-foot wide street that would bisect the block and run in an east-west direction, appears
to have originally been the carriage access to Kinsey’s stables (Toogood 2000:25). These stables
were first rented out to Abraham Kintzing around 1756; later John Perkins and John Metcalf were
the proprietors (Toogood 2000:22)

In January 1761, John Lawrence, a wealthy merchant, purchased a 120-foot lot located 60 feet
east of South Sixth Street and deeded it to his sister Mrs. Mary Masters, who built a large, “grand
and elegant” three-story brick house and moved there with her three daughters (Jackson
1918:176). When her eldest daughter, also Mary, married Lieutenant Governor Richard Penn, one
of William Penn’s grandsons, on 22 May 1772, Mrs. Masters deeded over the house to her
daughter (Toogood 2000:26).

The Greenway property at the southeast corner of South Sixth and High, measuring 39.5 feet by
306 feet, was sold in 1761 to merchant Alexander Stedman. Stedman subsequently purchased the
adjoining 21-foot lot and built a large three-story brick house “with large back buildings, Stables,
Coach House, &c.” (Toogood 2000:30-31) He would subsequently expand his holdings to the
William Davis property at South Sixth and Chestnut, as noted earlier.

Stedman experienced severe financial reversals beginning in 1769, and was forced to sell off his
extensive properties, one piece at a time. The lot at South Sixth and Chestnut was sold to John
Lawrence, while the house and property at Sixth and High would eventually come to Joseph
Galloway, “another well-connected Philadelphian, a lawyer and political leader” (Toogood
2000:31).

2.4.3 SOUTH SIXTH STREET

The Clarkson-Biddle Plan shows two substantial buildings between Chestnut and Minor Streets
on South Sixth Street (Figure 4). Toogood speculates that one of these buildings was the livery
stable of George Kemble, opened in 1762 (Toogood 2000:18). Kemble advertised “large and
commodious livery stables...in Sixth Street between Market and Chestnut Streets” with “the best
hay and oats” for lease in 1770 (Pennsylvania Gazette,17 February 1763) and seven years later
John Perkins and John Metcalf advertised that they had picked up the lease of Kemble’s stables
(Pennsylvania Gazette, 19 October 1770).

John Jones, who had succeeded Henry Clark as the proprietor of the State House Inn in 1751, was
also a blacksmith and a farrier. Realizing that travelers arriving in Philadelphia from the
hinterlands would need a place to keep their horses and carriages, he also advertised “a
commodious stable and a large lot for horses to run in” opposite the State House (Pennsylvania
Gazette 23 January 1753). Presumably Kemble and Jones’s stables were separate operations, but
they may have adjoined one another behind the South Sixth Street and Chestnut Street structures
within the project area.
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2.5 THE LATE EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY STREETSCAPE

2.5.1 HIGH (MARKET) STREET

During the Revolutionary War, the two Market Street house lots within the project area played
important roles in the political activity of the City of Philadelphia and the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania. When the conflict started, Joseph Galloway, although a member of the Continental
Congress, threw in his lot with the British, and when the British Army occupied the city in 1777-
1778, Galloway effectively served as mayor of the city. When the Continental Army reoccupied
the city in June of 1778, he abandoned his Sixth and High (now more commonly called Market)
Street house and fled. The state government confiscated Galloway’s house at the corner of
Market and South Sixth for use as the governor’s mansion (Tinkcom 1982:138, 140-141).

The house that belonged to Mary Masters Penn next door (190 Market Street) was also turned
over to the victorious colonists after the Penns left for England early in the Revolutionary War.
Major General Benedict Arnold first occupied the mansion; he was succeeded by a merchant
named John Holker, the French consul-general (Jackson 1918:178), who was living in the house
in January 1780 when it caught fire and burned to the first floor. Robert Morris, wealthy financier
and patriot, purchased the property from Richard and Mary Penn in 1785 and rebuilt the house
(Toogood 2000:43).

With the establishment of Philadelphia as the new capital of the United States in 1789, a
residence for President George Washington had to be found. Morris offered his home at 190
Market Street to Washington, who was already a friend and frequent guest, at a rent of “$3,000 a
year” (Jackson 1918:178). George Washington, and after him, John Adams, lived in the Morris
mansion while each of them served as president of the United States (1790-1800). Morris in the
meantime lived in the house at the corner (192 Market Street), which he also owned. Both
properties are shown clearly on Toogood’s 1787 map reconstruction of Block 1 (Figure 6). An
often reproduced print (Figure 7, it may actually be a watercolor) shows the executive mansion
and Morris house at the corner. However, it is not consistent with the sketch of the Masters-
Morris-Washington house from Watson’s Manuscript Annals (Figure 8). (Note that Figure 7
shows five bays on the executive mansion and the sketch shows four.)

2.5.2 CHESTNUT STREET

In 1794, William Hamilton, who had succeeded to the ownership of the State House Inn, sold the
property plus three other lots to financier Robert Morris (Toogood 2000:90). Morris sold off the
site of the State House Inn to William Parker in July of 1795, who subdivided the lot and sold
them both. John Irwin bought the inn and demolished it in January of 1796 (Crane 1991:2:767).

Unlike the Davis house and State House Inn, John Lawrence’s large house at the corner of South
Sixth and Chestnut Streets was not set back from the street (Figure 6). Lawrence was an attorney,
councilman, alderman, and mayor, and had clearly located conveniently for political purposes.
During the Revolutionary War Lawrence was accused of treason but spared punishment
apparently because of his integrity and prestige (Toogood 2000:38). His house was rented in 1781
to Robert R. Livingston who served as the country’s Superintendent of Foreign Affairs. He
moved from New York to Philadelphia with his family and also boarded his assistants, Lewis R.
Morris and Peter S. DuPonceau (Toogood 2000:51). Livingston rented the three-story house on
South Sixth Street next to his own to use as an Office of Foreign Affairs. It is pictured in a
watercolor included in the Penn Mutual Life Insurance publication (Figure 9).
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2.5.3 SoOUTH SIXTH STREET AND MINOR STREET

The “frame houses” constructed by the families of Jennet Church and Mary Davis on South Sixth
Street running north from John Lawrence’s Chestnut Street house were primarily occupied by
small businessmen who lived either in or very near their businesses. Derrick Peterson, a
blacksmith, appears to have purchased three lots running south from the corner of Minor Street
from the heirs of Mary Davis in the late 1780s; he put up other “frame houses” and rented them
out to Thomas Ogle, coachmaker; Alexander Turnbull, cabinetmaker; and Alexander Christie,
sign painter, all of whom appear to have subsequently purchased the properties (Robinson 1802).

Table 1 summarizes the occupants within the project area between 1790 and 1800. Street
addresses were changed in 1856. No map is available showing the early street addresses, but their
later equivalents are shown on Table 2.

Table 1. Occupants of Project Area Between 1790 and 1800

180 Market Street
Henry Shaeff, wine merchant

190 Market Street

George Washington, President of the United States (to 1797)
John Adams, President of the United States (to 1801)

The Union Hotel (John Francis to 1803)

192 Market Street (also 1 South Sixth)

Robert Morris, merchant (to 1794)

Robert Kidd, perfumer (1794), copper merchant (1800)
Joshua B. Bond, merchant (1801)

Minor Street (no house numbers)
John Johnson, mariner (1790)

Paul Essler, brickmaker (1790)
Thomas Copson, laborer (1790)
James Simmons, coachmaker (1790)

1 South Sixth Street
Robert Morris, merchant (1795)
Joshua B. Bond, merchant (1801)

3 South Sixth Street
John W. Godfrey, merchant (1801)

5 South Sixth Street

David Clarke, cabinetmaker (1791) (listed as # 1 South 6")
Mrs. Janet Clarke, widow (1795) (listed with no house number)
Alexander Turnbull, cabinetmaker (1801)

7 South Sixth Street
Thomas Ogle, coachmaker
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9, 11 and/or 13 South Sixth Street
Alexander Christie, coach and sign painter (1790)
Mrs. Elizabeth Christie, boardinghouse (1801)

15 South Sixth Street

Thomas Dobbin, cabinetmaker (1790)

Samuel Gilmore, carpenter (1791)
Thomas Eagen, shoemaker

17 South Sixth Street
Robert Hartung, laborer

191 Chestnut Street

Abraham Morrow, gunmaker (1795), innkeeper (1801)

193 Chestnut Street

James Girvan, tailor (1795) (no house number)

Samuel Benge, upholsterer (1795)

Richard Weevil, upholsterer (1801)

old

184 High Street

184 High Street

190 High (after 1832, 186) Street
190 High (after 1832, 188) Street
190 High Street

192 High Street

192 High(after 1832, 194) Street
192 High (after 1832, 196) Street

1 South Sixth Street (1800)

3 South Sixth Street (1800)

5 South Sixth Street (1800)
7-9 South Sixth Street (1800)
11 South Sixth Street (1800)
13 South Sixth Street (1800)
15 South Sixth Street (1800)
17 South Sixth Street (1800)
1 South Sixth Street (1830s)
3 South Sixth Street (1830s)
5 South Sixth Street (1830s)
7 South Sixth Street (1830s)
9 South Sixth Street (18305s)
11 South Sixth Street (1830s)
13 South Sixth Street (1830s)
15 South Sixth Street (1830s)

Table 2. Addresses After Consolidation of the City and County of Philadelphia, 1856

New

522 Market Street
524 Market Street
526 Market Street
528 Market Street
530 Market Street
532 Market Street
534 Market Street
536 Market Street

536 Market Street
536 Market Street
19 South Sixth Street

21-23 South Sixth Street

27 South Sixth Street
29 South Sixth Street
31 South Sixth Street
37 South Sixth Street
15 South Sixth Street
17 South Sixth Street
19 South Sixth Street
21 South Sixth Street
23 South Sixth Street
25 South Sixth Street
27 South Sixth Street
29 South Sixth Street

10
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17 South Sixth Street (1830s)
19 South Sixth Street (1830s)
21 South Sixth Street (1830s)
23 South Sixth Street (1830s)
25 South Sixth Street (1830s)
27 South Sixth Street (1830s)

31 South Sixth Street
33 South Sixth Street
35 South Sixth Street
37 South Sixth Street
39 South Sixth Street
41 South Sixth Street

187 Chestnut Street 525 Chestnut Street
189 Chestnut Street 527 Chestnut Street
191 Chestnut Street 529 Chestnut Street
193 Chestnut Street 531 Chestnut Street
195 Chestnut Street 535 Chestnut Street
197 Chestnut Street 537 Chestnut Street

2.6 THE EARLY NINETEENTH-CENTURY STREETSCAPE
2.6.1 MARKET (HIGH) STREET

At the beginning of the nineteenth century, Market Street began to change from a fashionable
address where the elite of the city made their homes to a “business thoroughfare” (Jackson
1918:162). In some instances, existing structures could not be easily remodeled to serve different
purposes, and the owners demolished the old homes and put up other buildings in their place to
better serve a commercial purpose. That was the fate of the executive mansion at 190 High Street.
John Francis, who had moved his celebrated tavern to the executive mansion in 1800 and called it
the Union Hotel, returned to Fourth Street in 1804 (Jackson 1918:70). After several more
attempts to operate a hotel from 190 Market (Robinson 1804-1807), Andrew Kennedy, the owner
of the property, subdivided the mansion into two separate offices and rented them both out, one to
a grocer, Peter Kuhn (Robinson 1811:15), and the other unrecorded.

Local merchant Nathaniel Burt purchased the property in 1832 from Andrew Kennedy and razed
the building. On the site of the mansion Burt erected a four-story brick building (Pennsylvania
Fire Insurance Policy Number 859). This building appears to have had three separate entrances
numbered 186, 188 and 190 Market Street (O’Brien 1840). It was described as made of brick,
with full basements lined with “Carolina pine” (Pennsylvania Fire Insurance Policy Number 859).

During the “Great Fire” of May 1, 1856, Burt’s building may have caught on fire (Public Ledger
1856). However, the account of the fire states that the owner of the building, and the owners of
the shops that occupied the stores in the building, were all fully insured, and were able to resume
business at the same addresses after the building was repaired (McElroy 1856-1858). These
properties would remain in the Burt family well into the twentieth century (Smith 1921).

At 192 High Street, Alexander Henry and his son John S. Henry demolished the Stedman-Morris
House and erected a large six-story building which was divided into at least five separate stores
numbered 192, 194, and 196 High Street and 1 and 3 South Sixth Street (O’Brien 1840, Public
Ledger 1856, McElroy 1858). Baxter’s Panoramic Business Directory pictured the building and
the entire street front between South Sixth and South Fifth Streets (Figure 13).
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2.6.2 SOUTH SIXTH STREET

Like the majority of north-south streets, South Sixth Street was largely given over to small
businesses. Thomas Ogle continued in business as a coachmaker at 9 (23) South Sixth, and his
heirs would continue the business well into the next century (McElroy 1858). Other businesses
that became fixtures in the neighborhood first made their appearance on South Sixth Street during
this period.

David Landreth established a store where he sold seeds, grain, and “horticultural implements” at
7-9 (later 21-23) sometime after 1858 (McElroy 1858); as he brought his three sons into the
business, it became known as D. Landreth’s Sons and would remain in business until World War
I (Gopsill 1915). Joshua L. Shoemaker purchased 5 (15) South Sixth at the corner of Minor Street
sometime after 1860 (McElroy 1860, Bromley 1885) and established a business devoted to the
wholesale and retail sale of leather and leather goods. Shoemaker would also bring his two sons
into the business, which lasted well into the next century and remained at the South Sixth Street
site (Polk and Company 1930; Franklin Survey 1939).

With the Court House located on “State House Row” at Fifth and Chestnut Streets, many of the
small frame buildings were used as lawyers’ offices. One of these attorneys was Moses Aaron
Dropsie, who first appears in the Philadelphia City Directories at 3 South Sixth in 1856; he later
moved to 15 (29) South Sixth Street (McElroy 1858) and would remain at that address for the
next 30 years. Dropsie was one of the first Jewish attorneys in the City of Philadelphia and was a
leader in legal, religious, and cultural affairs. He later endowed Dropsie College “for Hebrew and
Cognate Learning” located on North Broad Street in North Philadelphia, which remained in
business until the last quarter of the twentieth century (Center for Judaic Studies, University of
Pennsylvania).

Along with the attorneys came business concerns that would supply them with what they needed
to successfully go about their businesses. South Sixth Street, as well as Minor and Chestnut
Streets, during this period housed a number of dealers in legal stationery, law books, and writing
implements. A photograph (Figure 10) of the north side of Chestnut Street between South Sixth
and South Fifth Streets in ¢. 1859 shows an engraver at the corner and a dealer in law books next
door.

2.6.3 MINOR STREET

Minor Street was given over to commercial activities during this period. While the booksellers
and publishers located their establishments on Chestnut Street, soon heading further south to
Washington Square (Frey 1926:51), Minor Street by the middle of the century was home to a
number of businesses directly related to the book and printing trade (bookbinders, printers, and
later lithographers), as well as to those attorneys and others who frequented the courts located on
nearby “State House Row.” Businesses on Minor Street included in 1840: Penrose Collins,
wholesale drug warehouse, Fifth and Minor; F.W. Greenough, books and stationery, 3 Minor; T.
& J.W. Johnson, law books, 5 Minor; George & Wilson, commercial merchants, 7 Minor; Sherer
and Nicholls, writing paper, 13 Minor; Robert P. Smith, maps, 19 Minor; John S. Littell, law
books, 23 Minor; and Robert H. Small, law books, 25 Minor.

2.6.4  CHESTNUT STREET

Chestnut Street retained its residential character for some time after Market Street had become
wholly commercial. In the early days of the eighteenth century, Henry Pepper, a brewer who had
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a small brewery at Fifth and Minor Streets, put up a group of two-story townhouses called
“Pepper’s Row” on the lot of the Old State House Inn at 189-193 Chestnut (later 527-531).
Intended for prosperous buyers or tenants (Toogood 2000:92), these properties all included back
buildings, stables, and coach houses at the rear of the lots. Although the structures were replaced
in the nineteenth century the open areas behind them where the stables had been located in the
eighteenth century were still recognizable in 1860 and later (Figure 11).

By the 1840s, many homes and structures along Chestnut Street would face the wrecker’s ball.
Abram S. Hart had torn down John Lawrence’s three-story brick house at 195 (535) Chestnut in
1840, and put up a large five-story building which burned to the ground 11 years later (Toogood
2000:94-95). The lot was purchased by Anthony J. Drexel, the wealthy financier, who erected a
number of commercial properties on the site (Bromley 1885). An 1855 etching advertises a “New
Hat Company” on the property (Figure 12).

Table 3 summarizes the occupants of the project area between 1855 and 1860.
Table 3. Occupants of Project Area Between 1855 and 1860

184 High (520 Market)
Edward T. Crispin, trunks & carpet bags (1856)
Evans & Quincey, china and glassware (1858)

188 High (528 Market)
Conover & Brothers, ladies shoes

190 High (530 Market)
J. Goldsmith & Brothers, clothing

192 Market (532 Market)
C.H. Gordon & Company

194 Market (536 Market)
Evans & Quincey, glassware (1856)
Levick & Bassett, wholesale clothiers (1859)

Southeast Corner of Sixth and Market

Perry McNeill, owner

N. B. Day, silk hats (1856)

Oak Hall Clothing Bazaar (John Wanamaker and Nathan Brown) (1861)

1 South Sixth (15 South Sixth)
John E. Warne, manufacturer’s representative for brush and comb makers (1856)

3 South Sixth (17 South Sixth)
Moses A. Dropsie, attorney-at-law (at 29 South 6™ 1858)
Gabriel Dropsie, merchant

5 South Sixth (19 South Sixth )
J.H. Watson, boots and shoes
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7 South Sixth (21 South Sixth)
Charles D. Knight, botanic patent medicines
D[avid]Landreth & Sons, seeds and horticultural implements

9 South Sixth ( 23 South Sixth )
Ogle and Watson, coachmakers

13 South Sixth (27 South Sixth)
Thomas F. Cox, gentlemen’s furnishings

17 South Sixth (31 South Sixth)
E.L. Colcord, banker and money broker

19 South Sixth (33 South Sixth)
T. S. Manning, book and job printing

21 South Sixth (35 South Sixth)
Robert H. Small, law books

3 Minor (505 Ludlow)
E.C. & J. Biddle, schoolbooks

5 Minor (507 Ludlow)
Rimby & Lawrence, paper warehouse

7 Minor (509 Ludlow)
Southworth Paper Manufacturing Company

11 Minor (513 Ludlow)
Capewell & Brother, glass manufacturers

13 Minor (515 Ludlow)
Thomas R. Taylor & Company, paper warehouse

17 Minor (519 Ludlow)
Robert P. Smith, maps

24 Minor (520 Ludlow)
Evans & Quincey, china and glass (warehouse)

25 Minor (521 Ludlow)
J.C. Kirkpatrick, law books

193 Chestnut (531 Chestnut)
John W. Moore, importer of books

197 Chestnut (535 Chestnut)
T. & J.W. Johnson, law books
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2.7 THE LATER NINETEENTH-CENTURY STREETSCAPE

2.7.1 MARKET STREET

In April of 1861, two young clothing merchants, John Wanamaker and his brother-in-law Nathan
Brown, opened the Oak Hall Clothing Bazaar at 536 Market Street on the first floor of a 30-by-80
foot building, six stories high. They specialized in men’s wool suits and other accessories. After a
rocky start, the firm of Wanamaker & Brown had grown into the largest men’s store in
Philadelphia, and as they added other products and amenities, they expanded into the adjacent
properties. By 1875, “the W & B original store occupied all of Sixth Street from Market to Minor
Streets, with a large frontage on Market” (Ershkowitz 1999:37-39, 42, 46). Figure 14 shows the
store in 1902.

In 1885, John Wanamaker decided to concentrate his efforts on his “Grand Depot” store at 13"
and Market Streets and by doing so, performed two acts that would affect the project area. First,
Wanamaker turned Oak Hall into a stock company owned by his brother William. The new
business eventually changed its name to William Wanamaker & Co., and became the
headquarters of a small chain of men’s stores that operated in several cities on the eastern
seaboard late into the twentieth century (Ershkowitz 1999:76).

Secondly, by moving the bulk of his mercantile activity further west on Market Street, John
Wanamaker shifted “the center of the downtown business district from the Independence Hall
area adjoining Sixth and Chestnut Streets to 12" and Market.” Notes Herbert Ershkowitz of
Temple University, “Before the 1870s, the area next to Independence Hall was the judicial,
business, and governmental center of Philadelphia as well as its main retail area. With the new
Wanamaker’s store adjoining the new City Hall, other businesses and retail stores also moved
westward. The completion of the Reading Railroad terminal, a block from the store, and the
location of the Pennsylvania Railroad a short distance away, guaranteed the centrality of
Wanamaker’s” (Ershkowitz 1999:56-57).

By 1890, the project area was a collection of offices, small shops, and factories. With the erection
of the new City Hall at Centre Square (completed 1901), the various municipal, probate, and state
courts had moved from the old City Hall building at South Fifth and Chestnut Streets into the new
building (Burt and Davies 1982:506-511), so many of the attorneys moved their offices further
west on Market Street to be closer to the courts. They were soon followed by the booksellers and
legal stationers who re-established themselves on the numbered streets east of City Hall (Gopsill
1892, 1902).

By the middle of the twentieth century, and the purchase of the properties by the Federal
Government, the 500 block of Market Street held clothing stores, warehouses, and small factories
(Polk & Company 1930).

2.7.2 SOUTH SIXTH STREET

The character of South Sixth Street also changed after the new City Hall was opened in 1902.
Before that time the length of the street from Minor to Chestnut Street continued to contain small
offices in two and three-story buildings. These business concerns were primarily long-term
tenants and owners, such as the family owned businesses J.L. Shoemaker & Company at 15 South
Sixth, D. Landreth & Sons at 19-23 South Sixth, and the law offices of Moses A. Dropsie at 29
South Sixth Street (Gopsill 1890).
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After 1902, the general character of the neighborhood, like that of Market Street, changed. D.
Landreth & Sons went out of business about 1910, while Dropsie followed the exodus of many of
the other lawyers west to City Hall (Gopsill 1900-1910). The Franklin Printing Company bought
the properties at 17 through 25 South Sixth Street (Figure 15), with the back alley running behind
15 to 25 South Sixth listed as South Fairhill Street (Smith 1927). By the 1930s, only J.L.
Shoemaker & Company remained as a fixture on the block (Polk & Company 1930).

2.7.3  MINOR STREET (LATER 500 BLOCK OF LUDLOW) STREET

The name of Minor Street was changed to Ludlow Street in 1895 (Moak 1996:89), but it still
remained a side street consisting of rear entrances of the large Market and Chestnut Street
storefronts and small stores (Gopsill 1890, Polk & Company 1930).

2.7.4 CHESTNUT STREET

By the middle of the nineteenth century, with banks and other financial institutions along its
length between Second and Sixth Streets, Chestnut Street was known as the traditional financial
district of Philadelphia (Frey 1926:45). The 500 block of Chestnut Street, however, continued to
hold stores and offices, and the American Hotel (originally constructed 1844) remained in
business at 515-519 Chestnut Street, just east of the project area. There were also small
restaurants and shops to service State House Row across the street, as well as office buildings
containing a number of commercial concerns (Gopsill 1890, Polk & Company 1930).

On the northernmost border of the “insurance district” that once centered around Walnut Street at
Washington Square (Frey 1926:63-73), the 500 block of Chestnut Street remained the home of a
number of insurance-related concerns. These included the Real Estate Title Insurance Company
at 523-525 Chestnut in 1885 (Bromley 1885), the Commonwealth Casualty Company, who were
at that same address sometime later (Polk & Company 1930), and the Girard Life Insurance
Company at 529 Chestnut Street from about 1890 (Polk & Company 1930).

Table 4. Occupants of Project Area in 1890

522 Market

Benezet, Paris & Collier, dry goods

H.C. Curtis & Company, collars (William E. DeGroff, manager)
T.P. McCutcheon & Brother, neckware

524 Market
George Zorn & Company, pipes

526 Market
David and Joshua Kuh, clothiers

528 Market

American Home (newspaper)

International Publishing and Portrait Company
Henry Lierz, photographer

Pape Drug and Chemical Company

William O. Freytag, president

Herman F. Peeler, secretary
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530 Market (523 Minor)
David Bentley & Company, stationers

532-536 Market (“Southeast Corner of 6th and Market”)
William Wanamaker & Co., department store

John F. Hillman, vice president and treasurer

George W. Ettinger, secretary

515 Minor
William C. Bleloch, printers’ materials

15 South Sixth

Frankford Leather Works

J. L. Shoemaker & Company, binders’ findings
Joshua L. Shoemaker
Charles J. Shoemaker
Owen Shoemaker

17 South Sixth
Fairfield Paper Company (Horatio S. Cohen, manager)
C.T. Raynolds & Company, paints (Walter H. Hoffman, manager)
M.O. Ragiuel & Company, paper
Marcus O. Ragiuel
William H. Black
Robert J. Benson
William H.H. Cline

21-23 South Sixth

D. Landreth & Sons, seeds (Thomas O’Neill, superintendent, Edward H. Ball, bookkeeper,
Joseph J. Campbell, secretary)

25 South Sixth

Magarge & Green, paper
William H. Lindsay, bookbinder
Knox Gormand, engraver

27 South Sixth

A[dolph] Hartung & Company, cards
William Bracher, lithographer

Mary Richardson, maps

John L. Smith, maps

29 South Sixth

Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad
Henry A. Bray, passenger agent
Jacob B. Derby, freight agent

J. Clark Thompson, printer

Moses A. Dropsie, attorney-at-law
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Edward N. Marks, news
Herbert D. Ray, clerk [resident]
Hollis F. Ray, salesman [resident]

31 South Sixth

Frederick Bourquin, lithographer
Marcus S. Bulkeley, paper

John Trenwith, stationer

United Paper Maker (newspaper)

33 South Sixth
Big Tank Oil Company
Oil City Petroleum and Refining Company
Royal Oil Company
Clinton V. B. Getty, manager
L(udwig) Siedenbach & Company, gentlemen’s furnishings
Daniel Mahony, bookbinder
William Smith, engraver

35 South Sixth
Frank E. Manning, engraver
Horace C. Hook, shoes

525 Chestnut
Richard R. Sooy, restaurant

527 Chestnut
J. Luccarini and Brother, plaster of paris
John Luccarini
Andrew Luccarini
State House Cigar Manufacturing Company
Henry B. Grauley, “segars”
Thomas Speicher and Charles Speicher, patent medicines
t/a Speicher Dandruff Cure Company

529 Chestnut

John H. Cline, billiards

William A. Miller, Deputy Collector of Delinquent Taxes
Joseph V. Dennett, restaurant (Fred Swain, manager)
George V. Town and Son (Thomas J. Town), printers

531 Chestnut

Benjamin F. Anderson, novelties

A.J. & L.J. Bamberger, attorneys-at-law
Albert J. Bamberger
Leonard J. Bamberger
Julius C. Levi
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533 Chestnut
Orlando S. Bunnell, cards
John S. Quirk & Company, engraving

William H. Peterson, wines
Munn and Shivers, printers (George H. Munn and Thomas H. Shivers)

535 Chestnut
T. & J.W. Johnson & Company, law publishers
Davis King, clerk (resident)

537 Chestnut

John J. Bradley

British American (newspaper)

British American Publishing Company
Nathing British American Newspaper
Samuel Lees, president

H. Homer Dalbey, notary public

Maurice Fels, attorney-at-law

Edward J. Logue, attorney-at-law

John J. Lytle, General Secretary of Pennsylvania Prison Society

Thomas J. Milner, printer

Lehigh & Susquehanna Railroad Company
Edward H. Kane, contracting agent

Francis W. Stone, freight agent

New York Central & Hudson River Railroad Company
Edward E. Cattell, contracting agent
Theodore J. Florance, freight agent
Charles M. Hurley, freight agent

Red Line Transit Company

George P. Rich, attorney-at-law

David Scattergood, engraver

Mayer Sulzberger, attorney-at-law

Newcomb B. Thompson, attorney-at-law

White Line Central Transit Company

2.8 THE EARLY TWENTIETH CENTURY

While the Chestnut Street side of the project area maintained an imposing facade with the Girard
Life Insurance Company at no. 529 and the Commonwealth Casualty Company at 523, the
interior portions of the block no longer supported the political functions that had moved
elsewhere. Only one paper dealer remained on Ludlow Street and one on South Sixth. There was
also a printer on South Sixth, a cigar store, and a cafeteria. Market Street continued to be lined
with clothing establishments although the buildings at 530, 528, and 526 had been taken down to
create a parking lot (Figure 16). The Market Street Businessmen’s Association opposed the
creation of Independence Mall, probably to protect their business interests, but they argued
against it on aesthetic grounds (Greiff 1987:52). Plans for the Mall continued and by 1950
demolition had begun on Block 1.
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Table 5. Occupants of the Project Area in 1930

522 Market
E. Wanger & Company, sporting goods

Gem Clothing Company
Cutler Electric Company

524 Market
George Zorn, Jr., novelties

526 Market
E.H. Patton & Company, railroad supplies
Howland & Thompson, suppliers to machine shops

528 Market
Elias Wexetbist and Sons, clothing manufacturers

530 Market
Clarence Elfman, clothes

South East Corner of Market and Sixth Streets
Wanamaker & Brown, clothing
William Wanamker & Company, men’s clothing and furnishings

15 South Sixth
J.L. Shoemaker & Company

17 South Sixth
Wilcox-Walker-Furlong Paper Company

21-23 South Sixth
Vacant

27 South Sixth
Durant Cafeteria
Philadelphia Shoe Repairing Company

29 South Sixth
Albert G. Wood, printer
Clement Woodruff, paper rulers

31-33 South Sixth
Vacant

35 South Sixth
Benjamin S. Gurk, cigars

503 Ludlow
Thomas W. Price Company, wholesale paper dealers
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521 Ludlow
T.F. Fennell, wireworker

523 Ludlow

Norman Feather, plumber

G. Thomas Holloway, building contractors
Wilfred H. Stine, electrician

523 Chestnut
Commonwealth Casualty Company

529 Chestnut
Girard Life Insurance Company

531 Chestnut
Walker & Kepler, electrical supplies

533 Chestnut
Capa Shoe Service, Inc.

535 Chestnut
Vacant

2.9 DEMOLITION

Most of the buildings in the project area that were razed to create Independence Mall had been
demolished by March of 1951. The cover photograph on this report shows the area in this period.
Sixth Street was widened from 26 feet with 12 foot sidewalks to 45 feet with 18 and 20 foot
sidewalks. To accomplish this, 19 feet were added to the east side of the roadbed and 8 feet were
added to the sidewalk, all of this ground (27 feet) being taken from the western edge of Sixth
Street (email from Jed Levin to Lori Arnold, 17 July 2000). The block lost about 8 feet on the
Chestnut Street side and 8 feet on the Market Street side. Landscaping was finally completed in
1956 and the Liberty Bell was moved to the middle of the block in anticipation of the

Bicentennial 20 years later.
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3.0 POTENTIAL ARCHEOLOGICAL RESOURCES

3.1 METHODS

Two basic kinds of research were conducted to assess the archeological sensitivity of the project
area. First, historic maps were examined to determine changing land use through time and lot
dimensions and organization. A major aim of the map study was to identify locations within the
project area that had never been built upon or, at the very least, had never had a building with a
basement on them. Second, documents related to the creation of Independence Mall in the 1950s
and photographs taken in that period were examined. These sources provided information on the
nature of disturbance to possible archeological resources and details of structures that were
demolished. Reports on previous archeological investigations within the vicinity of the project
area were also reviewed for information on the depth of buried land surfaces and the
characteristics of features that can be anticipated in this part of the city.

3.2 HisTorRIC MAPS

The following historic maps were examined (listed in chronological order):
William Parsons’Draughts or Several Squares of Ground Within the City of Philadelphia,
c. 1741-1748;
Matthew Clarkson and Mary Biddle’s Plan of the Improved Part of the City, 1762;

Philadelphia, 1855. Bird’s eye view reproduced in 1970 by Historic Urban Plans, Ithaca
from a lithograph in the Mariner’s Museum, Newport News, VA;

Ernest Hexamer and William Locher Atlas of Philadelphia, 1860;

Ernest Hexamer and William Locher Atlas of Philadelphia, 1864;

C.M. Hopkins, City Atlas of Philadelphia, 1875;

G.H. Jones and Company, Atlas of Philadelphia, 1875;

George W. and Walter S. Bromley, Atlas of the City of Philadelphia, 1885;

George W. and Walter S. Bromley, Atlas of the City of Philadelphia, 1895;

Elvino V. Smith, Atlas of the 6™, 9", and 10" Wards of the City of Philadelphia, 1921;
George W. and Walter S. Bromley, Atlas of the City of Philadelphia, 1922;

Ernest Hexamer and Son, Insurance Atlas of the City of Philadelphia, 1897,

Franklin Survey Co., One Hundred Per Cent Intra City Business Property Atlas of
Philadelphia, 1939.

Map reconstructions of the city were also examined, including Anna Coxe Toogood’s Historical
Base Map, 1787 (First Draft) and H.W. Lehman’s (n.d.a., n.d.b.) 1795 and 1796 Philadelphia
Directory and Occupations based on Hogan’s directories.
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3.2.1 THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY

The 1762 Clarkson and Biddle Plan of the Improved Part of the City (Figure 4) shows five
structures, four major and one minor, along the Chestnut Street front of the block. The Chestnut
Street lots at that time reached back 178 feet to Minor Street which was laid out some time
between the late 1740s and 1762. Two of the large structures fall within, or partially within, the
study area. The house closest to the South Sixth Street corner was probably the frame house that
belonged to the Davis family, first to Edmund Davis, a candle maker, and his wife, and then to
their daughter, Mary. The second house within the study area may have been the one built by
William Crews that eventually became the State House Inn. Both the Davis and Crews houses
were set back from the street, as shown on Figure 5. Roach mentions that the open space in front
of the Crews house (the State House Inn) was “covered with bleached oyster shells, the remains
of numerous celebrations” (Roach 1952:47).

Five structures appear on the Sixth Street side of the block, two very small ones at the corner, two
more substantial ones to the north, and a large structure at the corner of Sixth and High Streets.
The two small structures at the Chestnut Street corner were probably among the frame houses put
up by the Davis family when the land was divided between the two daughters. Toogood
speculates that the two structures further north were the house of David Davis (one of Mary
Davis’s sons) and the livery stables of George Kemble (Toogood 2000:18). In 1775, when the
stables were put up for sale, they were described as having a “large and commodious” yard and
“exceeding good coach houses and sheds for carriages” (Toogood 2000:20). Kemble also sold a
“hearty, stout young negroe man...[who] “understands taking care of horses and carriages” from
this address.

By 1768, according to documentary information, there was a substantial brick house at the
Chestnut and Sixth Street corner. The three-story house built by John Leonard measured 26 feet 6
inches along Chestnut Street and 38 feet along Sixth Street. It is shown on Toogood’s 1787 map
reconstruction of the block (Figure 6). The large house at the corner of Sixth and High Streets
shown on the Clarkson and Biddle map also appears on the 1787 map reconstruction. It was built
by Alexander Stedman, probably in 1761. In 1769 when the house was sold it was described as a
“well built 3 story messuage, 32 feet front, and 48 feet in depth, with large back buildings
adjoining, thereon erected” (Toogood 2000:30). Both the front and back portions of the house
were constructed of brick. Stedman also owned a lot on the south side of Minor Street that ran 86
feet along Sixth and 39 feet 9 inches along Minor, and a much smaller lot at the corner of
Chestnut Street. The Minor Street lot contained a coach house and stables, but they are not
indicated on the Clarkson and Biddle Plan. The Stedman house became the governor’s mansion
in 1776.

Toogood’s 1787 map reconstruction (Figure 6) shows 10 structures within the study area. In
addition to the substantial brick houses at the corners of Chestnut and Market Streets, there was a
brick house on the southeast corner of Minor Street (No. 11 Sixth Street) on a lot that measured
about 17 feet 6 inches by 60 feet. The house belonged to David Clark, a coachmaker. Another
very small brick house sat at No. 13 Sixth Street on a lot that measured 13 feet 11 inches by 21
feet. Between that house and the corner of Chestnut were three probably frame houses on 21 foot
deep lots and two open lots. A four-foot-wide alley ran along the east side of the brick house at
the corner of Chestnut Street, separating it from the two probably frame row houses to the east.
The row houses sat on lots measuring about 15 feet by 73 feet. James Eliot, an innkeeper,
occupied the house immediately east of the alley and Mary Church, a Davis descendant, occupied
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the other one. The original Davis house was still standing, set back from the street as was the
State House Inn next door.

The most significant addition to the block within the study area was the large house built by Mary
Masters that was used as the executive mansion during the Washington and Adams
administrations. Shown at 190 Market Street, the house measured 52 by 45 feet with a kitchen
and wash house located in extensions off the back (Figure 6). A brick stable and coach house are
shown at the rear of the property bordering Minor Street.

The potential for archeological evidence associated with these early occupants is significant for a
number of reasons. One is the fact that at least two of the houses—the Davis and Crew houses—
were built very early and were set back from Chestnut Street, raising the possibility that the lots
may have been organized differently than later lots. A second important reason is that some of the
structures held commercial enterprises—the inn and several stables—that related to the activities
in the State House across the street. Third is the presence of the house where George Washington
and John Adams lived when they served as president, and lastly is the fact that the eighteenth-
century occupants of the study area included both members of the elite and what Billy G. Smith
calls the “lower sort,” workers and servants, both free and enslaved.

3.2.2 THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

In 1860, the year Hexamer and Locher made the first fire insurance map of this section of
Philadelphia, the configuration of the lots along Chestnut Street within the study area did not vary
much from the configuration in the eighteenth century, although the depths of the lots varied
(Figure 18). The lot at the corner of Sixth (now numbered 537) was 30 feet wide, a half foot or so
wider than it had been in the eighteenth century. The alley that ran along the eastern edge of that
lot appears to have been incorporated into the next lot (535) which was about 19 feet wide, almost
four feet wider than in the eighteenth century. The next lot to the east (533) was 21 feet wide, a
foot wider than in the eighteenth century, and considerably longer. The building at the corner,
identified on the insurance map as a brick structure with store on the ground floor, subsumed the
entire lot (including three addresses on South Sixth Street—39, 37, and 35) as did the brick and
stone store at 535. The building at 533, also a brick store, was 85 feet deep with an open space
measuring about 19 feet by 40 feet behind it. This space subsumed some of the yard that in the
eighteenth century belonged to the next property to the east. The structure on that property is
identified as the Orleans Hotel on the map and was a large brick building. It extended about 120
feet back from the street and had a 10-foot extension, probably frame, on the rear. To its east, on
an unnumbered lot, was another brick store that backed up on a wide open area that connected to
the alley that ran north to Minor Street. An open alley ran along the western side of the building
ending in the open space behind the building. This may be a remnant of the court that ran behind
Pepper’s Row and was used for horses in the eighteenth century. The next lot, no. 525, is one of
the lots that originally included the State House Inn. This lot backed up on the wide open space
that eventually merged with the alley that connected to Minor Street and may well have been the
location of the stables that were so often referred to as being conveniently located across from the
State House [Independence Hall].

The configuration of the three lots (nos. 33, 31, and 29) on Sixth Street north of the corner lot
retained the same dimensions in the nineteenth century that they had in the eighteenth. The
structures on them, all represented in 1860 as brick buildings with stores on the ground floor,
stopped just short of the rear lot line where there appears to have been open space (Figure 18).
The 26-foot width of the lot to the north of 29 had been subsumed into two 20-foot wide lots at
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nos. 27 and 25 and the next four lots had been combined into two. The lot at the southeast corner
of Minor Street, however, appears to have remained the same size it was in the eighteenth
century. The lot at no. 27 backed up on an open area and the other lots backed up on the alley
(eventually Fairhill Street) that ran out to Minor Street. The buildings at 27 and 25 were
hazardous brick structures as was the back of the building at 15. The front of 15 was identified as
brick with a store on the ground floor. The two larger structures, one including the addresses 23
and 21 and the other including 19 and 17, were brick and stone stores.

The stretch of Sixth Street between Minor Street and Market, which had not been subdivided into
lots in 1787, included seven lots in 1860. The first four (nos. 13, 11, 9, and 7) measured 20-by-30
feet; nos. 5 and 3 were only 15 feet wide, and no. 1 was 20 feet wide. Nos. 9-1 apparently backed
up on a narrow open space that connected to a large open space that separated the buildings
facing Market Street from the buildings facing Minor Street (Figure 18). One second class
hazardous brick building occupied nos. 13-7. The structures at 5, 3, and 1 were brick and stone
stores in this period. Minor Street was also lined with buildings in this period that did not go all
the way through to Market Street. The first two (nos. 527 and 525) had originally been part of the
large Stedman property at the corner of Market and Sixth Streets in the eighteenth century, and
the third (523) included the location of Stedman’s stable in the eighteenth century. The lots along
Minor Street varied between 15 and 22 feet in width. All the structures except the one at no. 521
appeared to back up on open spaces (Figure 18). The buildings at 525 and 523 were brick and
stone stores, the one at 521 and the one that included the addresses 519 and 517 were hazardous
brick structures.

The 60-foot frontage on Market Street that had been the governor of Pennsylvania’s in the 1770s
had been subdivided into three lots (nos. 536, 534, and 532) by 1860. The corner lot at 30 feet
wide was still the largest, but the other lots were long and narrow measuring about 20-by-110
feet. All three were identified as brick and stone stores. There was a substantial open space
behind 524 and some open space behind 532 (Figure 18). The lot where two presidents lived
when Philadelphia served as the capital of the new nation had been subdivided into three by 1860,
all holding brick and stone structures facing Market Street. The building at 530 appeared to go all
the way through to 521 Minor Street while the other two structures backed up on small open
spaces that separated them from the Minor Street buildings. The lot to the south of the former
Morris properties was 25 feet wide. An open alley ran along the west side of the structure and
also behind it (Figure 18).

The areas shown as open on the 1860 map had not changed by 1864 (Hexamer and Locher 1864)
or even by 1875 (G.H. Jones & Co.). Many buildings, however, are shown as being made of brick
and iron on the 1875 map and they may have been replacements for the original brick ones. The
building at the corner of Chestnut and Sixth Streets was brick and iron as were the buildings at
535 and 527/525 Chestnut Street. This latter building was on at least part of the State House Inn
lot and may have destroyed features related to the inn that had been there before. However, the
open court and alley that were behind the building in the earlier period were still there in 1875.
On the east side of the alley there were brick stables and a malt house. Although these structures
were not clearly labeled on the 1860 map, they may relate to the stables described associated with
the State House Inn. Between Minor Street and the corner of Sixth and Market all of the buildings
are shown as made of brick and iron on the 1875 map. Their footprints are identical to the earlier
buildings, if indeed they were new, and they all retain the open spaces behind them.

A water main had been laid along the southern edge of Minor Street between 1860 and 1875 and
very well could indicate when indoor plumbing became available in this part of the city. Also
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new was the large brick and iron building at the corner of Sixth and Market Streets which
encompassed two addresses on Minor Street (nos. 527 and 525) and two on Market Street (536
and 534). The building, which held the Oak Hall Clothing House, had probably been built by
1859, since Baxter’s Panoramic Business Directory of Philadelphia for 1859 shows a large
clothing store at this location (Figure 13). A long narrow brick and iron building next door
included 530 Market Street and 523 Minor Street. Smaller brick and iron buildings stood at nos,
528 and 526 Market with open space behind them. The brick and stone structure at 524 Market
may be the same one that stood there in 1860. An open area still ran along the west side of the
back half of the building and behind it.

The 1885 George and Walter Bromley atlas and the 1895 George Bromley atlas do not show any
changes in building configurations. Open spaces present in 1860 were still apparently open 25
years later. The malt house was no longer labeled, but the building and adjoining stable and shed
were still present, although they may have been owned by the Real Estate Title Insurance
Company that was located at 527 Chestnut Street. The Oak Hall Clothing House at the corner of
Sixth and Market had added the names of Wanamaker and Brown, but otherwise the buildings
remained identical to those on the 1875 map. However, by 1897 two specially hazardous six-story
buildings had replaced the malt house on Minor Street (nos. 520, 518, and 516/514). The
buildings, which may actually have been one (Figure 19), both had steam printing on the fourth
and fifth floors. Paper was stored on lower floors and the southernmost of the two structures had a
shoe factory on its top floor. The footprint of the structure(s) pretty much matches the footprint of
the earlier, and presumably less substantial, malt house, although a southern portion of the
building, possibly without a basement, protrudes into the east-west trending alley that always
separated the Chestnut Street structures from the malt house lot. Otherwise the footprints, and
probably the buildings themselves, as well as the open spaces behind them between Chestnut and
Minor Streets, were no different in 1897 than they had been in 1875. However, that was not true
on the Market Street side of the block.

A new four-story warehouse-type building, or perhaps an expanded old one, identified as a
meershaum pipe factory is shown at no. 524 (Figure 19). It covered the entire lot from front to
back, including the strip along the western side that had previously remained open. The alley
behind the structure, however, remained open. Otherwise the configuration of buildings between
Minor and Market Streets within the project area remained the same.

By 1921 the Franklin Printing Co. had taken control of the two six-story structures on the old
malt house lot and the three five-story structures on the west side of the alley which for the first
time is identified as S. Fairhill Street on this map. Minor Street has become Ludlow. Besides
switching to cleaner functions—the five story printing business at 529 Chestnut Street, for
instance, became the two-story Girard Life Insurance Company—the five-story cigar factory at
527 Chestnut appears to have been absorbed into the three-story Real Estate and Title Insurance
and Trust Company at 525/523. On Market Street, the two buildings at 524 go all the way
through to Ludlow Street, thus eliminating the open space that had previously separated the
buildings facing Ludlow from the buildings facing Market Street.

In 1939 the configuration of buildings facing Chestnut Street remained the same, with the area
behind 529-523 still remaining open. S. Fairhill is called Fleet Street on this map at the point it
intersects with Ludlow (Figure 20). The configuration of open spaces behind the Sixth Street
buildings had also not changed. On Market Street, the four-story buildings at 528 and 526 appear
to have been replaced with a parking lot. The parking lot encompassed the never built upon space
that had separated 528 and 526 Market Street from 521 Ludlow Street. The rear portion of 524

26

LIBERTY BELL COMPLEX, BLOCK 1,
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA



3.0 POTENTIAL ARCHEOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Market Street is shown as a five-story frame structure on this map, although the 1921 map had
shown the whole building as four stories and brick. Perhaps a fifth story was added between 1921
and 1939, but it is also possible that the rear portion of the building was not correctly represented
on the earlier map.

Archeological evidence associated with the nineteenth century occupation of Block 1 is important
for its potential to provide information on the transformation of the State House neighborhood
from a seat of government to a center of commerce.

3.3 ARCHEOLOGICAL SENSITIVITY

3.3.1 OpPEN SPACE WITHIN THE AT-GRADE PORTIONS OF THE LIBERTY BELL COMPLEX

Even though a photograph of the area that became Independence Mall (Figure 21) shows dense
development on Block 1 (immediately behind Independence Hall), a number of areas within the
footprint of the proposed Liberty Bell Complex remained open from the time the State House Inn
was built in the late seventeenth century until 1950, when demolition of the buildings on the
block began. These areas generally fall within the portions of the Liberty Bell Complex that will
be built at grade (that is, outside the mechanical room), but photographs taken during demolition
activities (Figures 22 and 23) do not show piles of dirt or deep holes that would suggest rampant
bulldozing outside the foundations of buildings.

The alley that became known as Fairhill Street, and connected to Minor Street, never appears to
have been incorporated into a house lot. Even in 1787 (Figure 17) there appears to have been an
alley in this location and it may originally have gone all the way through from Chestnut to Minor
Street, which it did not do once all the lots along Chestnut Street had been developed. However,
the alley always connected to a large open space behind nos. 527 and 525 Chestnut Street at its
southern end and to Minor [later Ludlow] Street at its northern end (Figures 18-20). This large
open space probably related to the stables that were reported behind the State House Inn and
convenient for statesmen and others doing business at the State House across the street. Virtually
all of Fairhill Street and a portion of the open space related to the stables lie within the footprint
of the Liberty Bell Complex, and the entire open space lies within the construction fence for the
building (Figure 20).

A second area that appears to have never had any buildings on it is a narrow strip behind 33, 31,
and 29 South Sixth Street (Figures 18-20). Archeological resources in this area might relate to the
property at the corner of South Sixth and Chestnut Streets (variously occupied by politically
important people) and/or to the houses that faced South Sixth Street in the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries. Although South Sixth Street was widened during the creation of the Mall
(Figures 24 and 25), the backs of the lots facing South Sixth Street (labeled Widow Ogleby and
Joseph Huler, Labor on the Toogood 1787 reconstruction) and the rear portion of the John
Lawrence Estate, which included the dwelling on the corner of South Sixth and Chestnut, would
not have been affected (Figure 17). In the mid-nineteenth century these lots were occupied by a
banker/money broker (no. 31) and a printing office (no. 33). A portion of this area is within the
Liberty Bell Complex footprint and the southernmost portion of it is just outside the footprint
(Figure 20).

Minor [Ludlow] Street began as a carriage track and had been paved by 1786 (see label on Figure
6). Its pavement, or at least one of its pavements, may still be extant, but at the very least its
alignment should be discernible (Figure 20).
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To the north of Minor Street was a series of spaces that separated 521 and 519 Minor Street from
the buildings that faced Market Street at 528 and 526 (Figure 19). These spaces were within the
original 190 Market Street lot, the property that included the executive mansion. As shown on
Toogood’s 1787 map reconstruction (Figure 6), the yard associated with the mansion was paved
and it is conceivable that a portion of the yard remains intact. During demolition in the 1950s, a
house foundation was uncovered on this lot which appeared to conform to the dimensions of the
mansion. Although there was subsequently another building on the property, remnants of the
eighteenth-century structures were still extant, and there is the potential for additional remains
further to the south. Conover and Brothers ladies shoes was located at 528 Market Street in the
mid-nineteenth century. This area is outside the Liberty Bell Complex footprint, but abuts the
serpentine wall that will be built at the northern end of the building.

3.3.2 THE MECHANICAL RooMm

The mechanical room for the Liberty Bell Complex and the area surrounding it (10 feet around all
four walls) is the only portion of the proposed construction that could impact deeply buried
archeological remains if they are present. While the eastern portion of the mechanical room falls
within Fairhill Street and the open spaces that bordered its western edge (Figure 20), the
westernmost part of the mechanical room and the adjoining 10-foot strips along its edges lie
within four lots that faced South Sixth Street: nos. 19, 21, 23, and 25. At least some of these lots,
which begin a little more than 30 feet south of the southeast corner of Minor and South Sixth
Streets and extend for a distance of 80 feet, were developed in the eighteenth century (Figure 17),
and there is the potential for eighteenth-century features, most probably privies, at the backs of
the lots.

The lots were also occupied in the nineteenth century and there could be features relating to that
period. Residents at mid century included J.H. Watson boots and shoes (no. 19); Charles D.
Knight, botanic patent medicines, and Landreth and Sons, seeds and horticultural implements
(No. 21); and Ogle and Watson, coachmakers (no. 23). It is likely that any extant features would
be truncated since the nineteenth-century buildings on the lots were substantial and probably had
basements reaching depths between 8 and 11 feet. There is no information available on the actual
depths of basements, but 8 to 11 feet seems reasonable based on what JMA found on Block 2 of
Independence Mall.
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4.0 CONCLUDING SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS

4.1 SUMMARY OF HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT

At least one house had been built in the project area by 1690 and several more were standing by
the early decades of the eighteenth century. The first house, with a significant addition, became
the celebrated State House Inn and was an important gathering place for the founding fathers of
the country. Other early residents were either politicians or tradespeople involved in businesses
that supported the activities in the State House [Independence Hall] across the street. Elegant
mansions on Market Street included the house where two presidents lived when Philadelphia was
the capital of the nation in the 1790s. In the nineteenth century the same properties held large
factories and stores, including the first Wanamaker store, one of Philadelphia’s landmark
businesses. Legal supply stores and printing were major businesses on the block in the late
nineteenth century, thriving on the business of the many lawyers who kept offices on Minor,
Chestnut, and South Sixth Streets. By the early twentieth century political and judicial activities
had shifted elsewhere, but insurance companies remained across from Independence Hall and
clothing establishments lined Market Street. A lively businessman’s association fought against
the creation of the Mall in the 1950s, believing commerce was not yet dead on the three blocks
that became Independence Mall.

4.2 POTENTIAL ARCHEOLOGICAL RESOURCES
4.2.1 RESEARCH POTENTIAL

The project area includes a number of open spaces that appear never to have had structures on
them. While intact historic ground surfaces are unusual in Philadelphia, the recently discovered
extensive ground surface on Block 3 of Independence Mall (personal communications, Jed Levin
and Douglas Mooney, July 2000) suggests the very real possibility that at least some intact
ground surfaces could be present on Block 1. All three blocks that became the Mall were
bulldozed when the standing buildings were removed in the 1950s, but it is obvious from the
finds on Block 3 that the bulldozing did not necessarily destroy historic surfaces that had not been
built upon.

Even in areas that did have basements, it is possible that truncated archeological features, i.e.,
privies or wells, are still extant. Such features have been identified on many nearby sites,
including Block 2 of the Mall, Block 3, and nearby sites such as the Bourse/Omni Hotel site at the
corner of S. Fourth and Chestnut Streets (Blomberg et al. 1990) and the Metropolitan Detention
Center site at the corner of Seventh and Arch Streets (Louis Berger & Associates 1997). An intact
ground surface was also found at the Seventh and Arch Street site.

As previously discussed, most of the Liberty Bell Complex will be built at grade and will
therefore not impact features buried beneath basement floors. However, the mechanical room
toward the southern end of the building will exceed 10 feet in depth and any features under
basement floors in this area might be disturbed by construction. Figure 26 shows potentially
sensitive areas for intact ground surfaces and truncated features within the mechanical room.

4.2.2 SIGNIFICANCE

When Independence Mall was being planned in the 1940s, the possibility of acquiring the site of
the house on Market Street that had served as the executive mansion in the 1790s (as well as the
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sites of Benjamin Franklin’s house and the Graff house where Thomas Jefferson drafted the
Declaration of Independence) was discussed. Although the Franklin and Graff house sites were
ultimately acquired by the National Park Service, the executive mansion was forgotten in the
controversial process of creating the Mall (Greiff 1987:53). The Women’s Rest Room for the
Mall sits on the site with a sign noting that Presidents Washington and Adams once lived there.
There is also a sign on Chestnut Street indicating where the State House Inn stood. Archeological
resources associated with these two important sites in our history might be present on the site of
the proposed Liberty Bell Complex.

Archeological resources also might relate to the tradespeople and politicians who lived in the
neighborhood in the eighteenth century and were involved in one way or another in supporting
the political activities in the State House [Independence Hall] across the street. Although the elite
and working classes were not as physically separated from one another in eighteenth-century
Philadelphia as they were subsequently, the discrepancies in wealth and life style deepened
during the eighteenth century (Rosswurm 1994) and these differences could be visible in
archeological remains. Historians have studied these differences through documentary records
(e.g. Smith 1990, Gough 1994), but archeological remains provide a kind of unedited perspective
that could contribute additional insights into this process of class differentiation.

A famous debate in American history is whether America’s Revolution was truly revolutionary.
Some scholars argue that power and class relations were transformed (Gordon S. Wood is a major
proponent of this position, Wood 1991) and others that the British system was simply perpetuated
under American control (Kraus 1953). The older argument reflects what had been called the
“imperialist school of colonial history” (personal communication, Jim Mueller, July 28, 2000)
and is based on the belief that America’s struggle with the mother country was one of many such
struggles within the British Empire and was not particularly transforming or radical.
Archeological data dating to late eighteenth and early nineteenth century Philadelphia might
throw light on the changes that were or were not realized in the post-Revolutionary period.

In the nineteenth century Block 1 was heavily commercial, albeit with businesses that in many
cases serviced political and legal functions relating to State House Row. But not all businesses on
the block related to politics. Clothing stores, including the original Wanamaker’s, thrived on
Market Street and archeological data relating to this period could provide a kind of secular insight
into the neighborhood that is usually portrayed as dominated by a sacred symbol. Just as the new
design of the Mall is meant to reconnect Independence Hall with its physical urban context,
archeological data contained in Block 1 could reconnect it with eighteenth and nineteenth century
urban life.

4.2.3 RECOMMENDATIONS

JMA recommends that archeological testing begin in the area of Minor [Ludlow] Street. The
depth of disturbance in this area should provide some guidance as to what to expect in other areas
that were not impacted by basements. The demolition plan (Harbeson Hough Livingston and
Larson 1952) describes the surface of the block as having been covered with rubble and six
inches of soil. However, the project area is located beneath a raised terrace which presumably
overlays the original rubble and soil. Once the landscaping features have been mechanically
removed under archeological supervision, the rubble should be gradually scraped off the
alignment of Minor [Ludlow] Street and also off the alley known as Fairhill Street. The area
behind nos. 529 and 527 Chestnut Street that related to the stables behind the State House Inn
should then be tested. This area connected to the southern end of Fairhill Street.
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The narrow, rectangular area behind 33-29 South Sixth Street and behind 528-526 Market Street
(once part of 190 High Street, the executive mansion lot) should also be tested in this preliminary
phase. Only a small portion of the rectangular area is within the footprint of the Liberty Bell
Complex, but if an intact ground surface is detected within the footprint, the area outside the
footprint should also be investigated (Figure 26). Historic ground surfaces are too unusual in
Philadelphia to risk losing data that might be unintentionally destroyed during construction. The
area associated with 190 High [Market] Street has also been generously defined, even though it
falls outside the footprint. If any intact ground surface is present in this area, it needs to be
carefully protected during construction or archeologically investigated before work begins.

Once any intact alleyways and ground surfaces have been identified, their boundaries within the
impact area of the proposed building will need to be carefully defined. This work should be done
by hand or with a small machine under close archeological supervision. It is possible that data
recovery, if appropriate, will need to be conducted, at least in the area of the stables behind the
State House Inn, before the location of the mechanical room is tested. In this location, the
foundations of the buildings at 17, 21/23, and 25 South Sixth Street will need to be exposed by
machine. Rubble will be mechanically removed to the depth of the cellar floors and the floors
carefully lifted. Privies and cisterns in Philadelphia were sometimes truncated but preserved at the
level of the basement. On Block 2, for instance, several features had been capped with a
mushroom-shaped dome and left exposed in the basement of a later building. The portion of the
shaft below the floor may contain rich archeological deposits. If present, such archeological
deposits should be sampled by excavating a quarter section of the feature(s) to the depth possible
without shoring or expanding the excavation areas. Decisions about the sequence of testing and
data recovery, if appropriate, should be made in consultation with National Park Service
personnel.
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